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Music Director Eckart Preu
 Pola Benke
assistant conductor

Pola Benke is a distin-
guished conductor and 
cellist, recognized for 
her dynamic approach 
and deep commitment 
to musical excellence. 
Currently serving as 

Assistant Conductor for both Long Beach Symphony 
and Riverside Philharmonic, she has quickly risen in 
the world of conducting, combining her talent and 
dedication with a profound understanding of musical 
intricacies.

Born in Poland, Pola’s early immersion in music led 
her to pursue a Master’s degree in cello performance 
and later, orchestral conducting. This solid foundation, 
coupled with her passion for music, has shaped her 
unique artistic vision.

Her early career was marked by selection for a 
prestigious summer program with Maestro Neeme 
Järvi. She was also invited to the Dartington Music 
Festival in England as a Fellow Conductor, worked 
under Sian Edwards, and participated in the esteemed 
Cabrillo Festival of Contemporary Music, collaborating 
with Cristian Macelaru. Her recent participation in the 
Järvi Academy in Estonia, under the direction of Paavo 
Järvi, further solidified her reputation as a rising star 
in the classical music community.

Her background as a musician has given her the 
ability to analyze and interpret scores with a high 
level of detail, enabling her to lead ensembles with 
precision and nuance. This knowledge and experience 
allow her to bring a unique perspective to her work as 
a conductor. Her leadership results in performances 
that are both precise and emotionally compelling.

Pola is also a passionate advocate for contemporary 
music and frequently collaborates with living 
composers to premiere new works. She is committed 
to promoting female artists and often features their 
compositions in her programs. Her musical influences 
include Krzysztof Penderecki, Igor Stravinsky, Thomas 
Adès, Jennifer Higdon, and the renowned cellist Yo-Yo 
Ma. She is currently living in Redondo Beach with her 
husband and their dog, Bobby.

Maestro Eckart Preu (Eck-art 
Proy) began his tenure as 
Music Director of Long Beach 
Symphony in 2017. Critics, the 
orchestra, and audiences 
alike have celebrated his 
ability to combine well-loved 

masterworks with rare or newer works in programs 
offering dimension, sophistication, and spirit.

Preu also currently serves as Music Director of the 
Cincinnati Chamber Orchestra (OH) and Portland 
Symphony Orchestra (ME). Previously, he held the 
positions of Music Director of the Spokane Symphony 
(2004–2019) and Stamford Symphony (2005–2017), 
Associate Conductor of the Richmond Symphony 
(2001–2004), Resident Conductor of the American 
Symphony Orchestra (1997–2004) and of the American 
Russian Young Artists Orchestra (1999–2004). Other 
former posts include Music Director of the Norwalk 
(CT) Youth Symphony and Principal Conductor of the 
New Amsterdam Symphony (NY). He was associated 
with the Bard Music Festival from 1997 to 2004 as both 
Assistant and Guest Conductor. In Europe, Maestro Preu 
served as Music Director of the Orchestre International 
de Paris (1993–1995).

As a guest conductor, he has appeared with the 
Jerusalem Symphony (Israel), Symphony Orchestra of 
Chile, Auckland Philharmonia (New Zealand), Radio 
Philharmonic of Slovenia, Pecs Philharmonic (Hungary), 
Varna Philharmonic (Bulgaria), and in Germany with the 
Jenaer Philharmoniker. Guest conducting engagements 
include the Memphis Symphony Orchestra, the 
Delaware Symphony, the Duluth Superior Symphony, 
the Fairfax Symphony Orchestra, and the Wichita 
Symphony. Recent international appearances also 
include the Philharmonie Baden-Baden in Germany.

Career highlights include performances at Carnegie 
Hall, the Sorbonne in Paris, a live broadcast with the 
Jerusalem Symphony, and his first commercial recording 
of the world premiere of Letters from Lincoln – a work 
commissioned by the Spokane Symphony from Michael 
Daugherty featuring baritone soloist Thomas Hampson. 
2012 also saw a live CD recording featuring Paganini’s 
Violin Concerto No. 2 with Sergey Malov and the New 
Zealand Philharmonia. During the 2022-23 session he 
recorded a CD exclusively dedicated to living Mexican 
composers. His concerts have been aired from coast to 
coast and on Jerusalem Radio.
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Eckart Preu, conductor  |   Arturo Sandoval, trumpet

	 Adam	Schoenberg	 Cool Cat
	 Gershwin	 Cuban Overture
 Arturo	Sandoval	 Concerto for Trumpet No. 2

 * * * * * * * 20 min. Intermission * * * * * * *
	 Hindemith	 Symphonic Metamorphosis
	 Rachmaninoff	(arr.	Bob	Barrett)	 SERGE (themes from Piano Concerto No. 2). 
  World Premiere.

Please take a moment  
to silence your cell phone.

Please refrain from  
flash photography while  

musicians are performing.  
Recordings are not allowed.
By attending this concert,
you may be included in

event photography. 
Program and artists are  

subject to change.

Tonight's Concert is Generously Sponsored by 
Lyn & John Pohlmann

Roger Goulette & Suzanne Lefebvre

Classical series

Saturday, March 8, 2025  |  7:30pm
Terrace Theater
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Arturo Sandoval (born November 6, 1949) is 
a Cuban-American jazz trumpeter, pianist, 
timbalero, and composer known for his virtuosity 
and diverse musical contributions. Born into a 
poor family in Artemisa, Cuba, he discovered 
music at 13, eventually choosing the trumpet 
as his primary instrument. He studied classical 
trumpet at the Cuban National School of Arts and 
earned a place in the country's all-star national 
band. He helped establish the Orquesta Cubana 
de Música Moderna, which became the band 
Irakere in 1973.

In 1977, Sandoval met jazz legend Dizzy Gillespie, 
who became his mentor and later played a 
pivotal role in helping him defect from Cuba 
in 1989 while touring with the United Nations 
Orchestra. He officially became a U.S. citizen in 
1998. His life story was dramatized in the HBO film 
For Love or Country: The Arturo Sandoval Story 
(2000), starring Andy García.
Sandoval’s career spans jazz, classical, and Latin 
music. He has won 10 Grammy Awards, multiple 
Billboard Awards, and an Emmy Award for his 
film score. His Grammy-nominated compositions 
include A Mis Abuelos and music from The 
Mambo Kings. In 2013, he was honored with 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom by President 
Barack Obama, and in 2024, he received the 
prestigious Kennedy Center Honors.
He has performed at major events, including 
the White House and the 1995 Super Bowl, 
and has played with legendary artists such as 
Paquito D’Rivera, Tito Puente, and Chico O’Farrill. 
In addition to his jazz performances, he has 
collaborated with renowned orchestras like 
the Los Angeles Philharmonic and the National 
Symphony Orchestra. His classical works include 
a trumpet concerto recorded with the London 
Symphony Orchestra and a commissioned score 
for the Kennedy Center Ballet’s Pepito’s Story.
Beyond performing, Sandoval has taught at 
Florida International University and Whitworth 
University, leading their jazz ensembles. His 
impact on music is profound, influencing 
generations of musicians with his electrifying 
performances and compositions. He remains 
an iconic figure in both jazz and classical music, 
continuing to captivate audiences worldwide 
with his dynamic artistry.

Featured Artist Classical series

Arturo Sandoval
jazz trumpeter, pianist, 

composer
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Program Notes by Susan Swinburne

Adam Schoenberg – Cool Cat 
Question:  How does one pay appropriate homage to a beloved and iconic community symbol of 
independence, daring, and heart? This was the challenge faced by Los Angeles-based composer Adam 
Schoenberg (no relation to Arnold, btw) when the Los Angeles Philharmonic asked him to compose a 
fanfare in tribute to P-22, the intrepid mountain lion who miraculously survived in Griffith Park for 10 
years until his death in December, 2022. During P-22’s decade of tenaciously resourceful residency in 
the unlikely urban L.A. wilderness, with regular forays into the streets and backyards of neighborhoods 
abutting the park in the Hollywood Hills and nearby Silverlake, the “Hollywood Cat” acquired a huge fan 
club and became the poster cat for a highly popular campaign to preserve the endangered California 
mountain lions. When he died in 2022, the city mourned.
Of his energetic and joyous work, composer Schoenberg – who teaches music at Occidental College and 
lives just over the hill from P-22’s Griffith Park stomping grounds – shared that “Cool Cat is a celebration 
more than anything else, as I was specifically asked to not write an elegy.” 
Fun fact: Cool Cat received its premiere performance at the Hollywood Bowl on September 12, 2023, 
exactly ten years to the day from the premiere in 2013 of Schoenberg’s first Los Angeles Philharmonic 
commission, Bounce.

George Gershwin – Cuban Overture 
In 1932, George Gershwin enjoyed a whirlwind vacation to Havana with a group of bachelor friends. This 
first exposure to the sultry, steamy island nation and its storied nightlife, percussive rhythms, and char-
acteristic Latin popular music took him by storm – he was mesmerized by the totally exotic flavor of his 
vacation, which he remembered later as “two hysterical weeks... where no sleep was had.” Upon his 
return to New York, inspired by the indelible experience and wanting to share the excitement of it with 
Americans who had not visited Cuba, he wrote his Cuban Overture (originally entitled Rumba, but later 
renamed so as to be more “dignified”). 
By then, Gershwin was a mature and wildly successful composer with a 20-year track record of Broadway 
shows, popular songs, and “serious” music; Rhapsody in Blue and An American in Paris were already 
phenomenal blockbusters. However, success was not enough for Gershwin. With a laser-focus on 
continuously improving his compositional technique, he was at that time studying to hone his orches-
tration skills with an eminent Russian emigré named Joseph Schillinger. Schillinger’s student roster also 
included other contemporary luminaries such as Tommy Dorsey, Benny Goodman, and Oscar Levant. 
Gershwin’s studies imparted a new sophistication to his later works, but never quashed his genius for 
innovation. Cuban Overture prominently features four Cuban instruments that he brought home from 
Havana, and he specified that they be prominently positioned in front of the conductor’s podium.  
Cuban Overture received its premiere at the New York Philharmonic’s first ever all-Gershwin concert, a 
gargantuan sold-out event performed at Lewisohn Stadium to an audience of more than 17,000. Said the 
composer, “It was the most exciting night I have ever had.”

Classical series
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Program Notes by Susan Swinburne

Arturo Sandoval – Concerto for Trumpet No. 2
Virtuoso trumpeter Arturo Sandoval defies categorization. He roared into the American musical 
consciousness at the 1978 Newport Jazz Festival where with his Cuban jazz ensemble Irakere (also 
including the likes of Paquito D’Rivera and Chucho Valdés), he took the proverbial roof off. In the five 
decades since that historic entré, his meteoric career has continued and his musical interests have 
ranged panoramically. He is a soloist, a recording artist, a film soundtrack musician, a band leader, 
a classical music star, a composer and improviser, and a proud acolyte of his mentor and idol, Dizzy 
Gillespie. He defies categorization, except to the extent that everything he has undertaken in the 
seven-and-counting decades he has been performing music qualifies as groundbreaking. 
Sandoval grew up immersed in music, playing multiple instruments before settling on the trumpet. He 
began performing on stage in his native Cuba at the age of thirteen, studied for three years in his teens 
at La Escuela Nacional de Arte in Havana, and became a member of both the All-Star National Band 
of Cuba and the Orquesta Cubana de Música Moderna. He also continued to perform the Afro-Cuban 
jazz upon which he was raised, and in secret he was studying and listening to contraband recordings 
of American jazz, which was forbidden under the regime of Fidel Castro. Eventually, when the nation’s 
isolation relaxed enough to allow a return of the cruise industry, Sandoval was able to meet his 
idol, Dizzy Gillespie, who came to perform in Cuba in 1977 on the very first ship to arrive. Sandoval 
volunteered to be Gillespie’s driver and spent the day escorting him to destinations all around Havana. 
Imagine Gillespie’s surprise when, later in the evening, he arrived at a club jam session and discovered 
the trumpeter wailing onstage was none other than his driver. Sandoval and Gillespie were fast friends 
until the latter’s passing in 1992, and it was with help from Gillespie in 1990, while Sandoval was touring 
with his United Nations Orchestra, that Sandoval and his family were able to seek political asylum 
through the American Embassy in Athens.   
The Concerto for Trumpet No. 2 is both an evolution of Sandoval’s musical oeuvre and a personal 
contribution to the trumpet repertoire by the prodigious multi-hyphenate musician.  “The thing is,” he 
says, “I’ve been playing these concertos that everyone plays all the time...  We just don’t have enough 
new material.”  Both this work and his 1st trumpet concerto demonstrate Sandoval’s deep love and 
appreciation for classical music, reflecting the foundational music education he received during his 
time at the Escuela Nacional. 
“For ... the jazz musician, the melody is just an excuse to improvise; but in classical music, it’s the other 
way around. It’s two different states of mind. With classical you have to be extremely well prepared, 
you have to know the music very well, and you have to play as neat and clean, as perfect as possible.”
Hear Arturo Valdes and his Irakere collegues in 1977 here:  
https://havanamusicschool.com/irakere-a-name-that-makes-history/		
 
Paul Hindemith – Symphonic Metamorphosis 
Arguably Paul Hindemith’s most enduringly popular orchestral composition, the Symphonic Metamor-
phosis After Themes by Carl Maria von Weber has quite a complex mouthful of a title, which is why it is 
so routinely truncated to Symphonic Metamorphosis (although the composer disliked the shorthand). 
The work’s origin story is equally complex. By the 1930s, Hindemith had built a very successful career 
as a performer and composer in his native Germany and around Europe. He also held a respected 
academic position at the Berlin Academy of Music when Adolf Hitler’s influence on German culture 

Classical series
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Program Notes by Susan Swinburne

began to take hold. After enduring several years of increasing trouble from the rising Nazis, he and his 
Jewish wife Gertrud left Germany for Switzerland in 1936. During their stay in Switzerland he accepted 
an invitation from dancer and choreographer Léonide Massine to collaborate on developing a ballet, 
Nobilissema Visione, which was well-received. Therefore, in 1940, after he and Gertrud had departed 
Europe for New York, it was a welcome opportunity when Massine again invited Hindemith to join 
him in a new project to compose a ballet around motifs from the musical works of Carl Maria von 
Weber. Hindemith accepted, swiftly composed two pieces to set the tone, and shared them with his 
colleague. Unfortunately, Massine detested the music. The straitlaced Hindemith, in turn, loathed the 
revelation that Salvador Dalí had been enlisted to design surrealistic backdrops and costumes. These 
and other personal differences irrevocably soured the friendship. The partnership ended, the ballet 
was cancelled, and the compositions were temporarily shelved. 
However, Hindemith was happy with the music and after a lengthy cooling off period he took it up 
again, transforming and developing Weber’s themes into the orchestral suite on the program tonight. 
Symphonic Metamorphosis was an immediate hit when it premiered with the New York Philharmonic 
in 1944. Hindemith remained in the U.S., composing and teaching at Yale, until 1953 when he returned 
to Zurich and eventually to Frankfurt and his homeland. 

Rachmaninoff (arr. Bob Barrett) – SERGE (themes from  
Piano Concerto No. 2). World Premiere.
“I’m a huge fan of Ravel, Debussy, Satie,” says Arturo Sandoval, “and I am also a huge fan of Sergei 
Rachmaninoff. I love those piano concertos; that’s my favorite music. Romantic music. And why? 
Because the melodies are so beautiful.”  
This passion for Rachmaninoff was the inspiration for composer Bob Barrett’s SERGE: Themes from 
Piano Concerto No. 2, a collaboration between the two musicians which receives its concert debut 
performance tonight. “In 2020, during the pandemic, Arturo and I began getting together in his studio...  
with no intent in mind other than maintaining some sense of sanity during a time when concerts and all 
other work had come to a halt,” says Barrett. With Sandoval on record that he especially loves the 2nd 
piano concerto, “we wanted to create an all-new standalone piece designed specifically as a feature 
for Arturo..... So I guess you could say something good (and musical) came out of the pandemic!”   

Classical series

Susan Swinburne has been a lover and student of music since demanding piano lessons at age six. Her work in 
orchestra management has enriched her life personally and professionally for the past three decades. A habitué of 
concert halls throughout southern California, she lives, listens, writes, and researches in the South Bay.
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SUPPORTING
COMMUNITY.

SUPPORTING
THE ARTS.

F&M BANK.

MEMBER FDIC

Some things will always be.

We are honored to support the Long Beach Symphony’s 90th Season.
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Pops Series Sponsor

Please take a moment  
to silence your cell phone.

Please refrain from  
flash photography while  

musicians are performing.  
Recordings are not allowed.
By attending this concert,
you may be included in

event photography. 
Program and artists are  

subject to change.

Featured Artists     
Matt Mauser is a songwriter, solo artist, pop/rock bandleader, and 
Sinatra-style crooner, having spent more than two decades onstage 
and in the writing room. A lifelong resident of Southern California, 
he was an all-American swimmer during his younger years before 
shifting his focus to music.
During a local show with his Orange County-based party band, the 
Tijuana Dogs, he met fellow athlete, Christina. The two married and 

Matt Mauser 
vocals

Pops series

Saturday, March 22,  2025  |  7:30pm
Long Beach Arena

Eckart Preu, conductor
Matt Mauser, vocals  |  Pete Jacobs, orchestrator

Tonight's Concert is Generously Sponsored by 
The Wavell Family Trust

The Estate of Patricia Mohler 
Mitsubishi Cement Corporation
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Featured Artists Pops series
also worked together, coaching a girls’ basketball 
team at the Mamba Sports Academy. Their loss 
was tragic to an entire world of basketball fans, 
and it was unspeakably tough for Matt. 
With songs like “Lost,” Matt Mauser is once again 
using his music to teach lessons and inspire 
joy. Written during the aftermath of Christina’s 
passing, the song reaches out to those who’ve 
experienced similar losses in their own lives. 
Those who grieve don’t have to grieve alone. 
And Matt Mauser, during the most challenging 
season of his life, hasn’t lost his ability to 
bring people together through his melodies, 
messages, and music.

began raising a family, with Matt pulling triple 
duty as full-time family man, daytime Spanish 
teacher, and nighttime musician. He even 
combined his love of music and academics into 
a unique educational project, Rockin’ the Class, 
which taught children the fundamentals of 
Spanish through a selection of songs Matt had 
written, performed, and recorded. 
These days, music isn’t just a job; it’s also a 
source of therapy for Matt, who lost his wife in 
the January 2020 helicopter crash that also killed 
NBA great Kobe Bryant and seven others. Kobe 
hired Matt to create the music for an educational 
podcast called “The Punies.” Kobe and Christina 

artists like Elvis, Tom Jones, Bill 
Withers, Barry Manilow, Lou 
Rawls, and more. Matt and Pete 
created a unique and dynamic 
style of entertainment that keeps 
even the performers guessing, as 
they never quite know what Matt 
will ask them to play from concert 
to concert.
In 2020, the band was invited 
to perform at Donald Trump’s 
Mar-a-Lago Club for New Year’s 

Eve, where they also accompanied renowned 
artists such as The Temptations, The Spinners, 
The Commodores, and Jason Scheff, the former 
lead singer of Chicago. This past New Year’s Eve 
marked their seventh performance the club.
For tonight’s special performance at Long Beach 
Symphony, Pete has re-orchestrated all the 
music specifically for the symphony. This event 
will showcase these newly crafted arrangements 
for the very first time.

Musician's Corner
Pete Jacobs has made a 
significant mark on the Los 
Angeles music scene as a music 
arranger, composer, producer, 
and bandleader. His jazz bands 
have been featured at esteemed 
venues such as New York’s Lincoln 
Center for the Performing Arts, The 
Hollywood Bowl, Catalina’s Casino 
Ballroom, and has enjoyed a 
regular monthly spot at Disneyland 
for many years.
In 2012, Pete teamed up with Matt Mauser as his 
pianist and musical director. Matt approached 
him with the idea of forming a ‘Sinatra Tribute’ 
band. They began with some of Sinatra’s greatest 
hits, carefully orchestrated by Pete for their 
12-piece band after listening intently to the 
original recordings.
As their performances spread across Southern 
California, it became clear they should diversify 
their shows to include music from other iconic 

Pete Jacobs 
orchestration
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Long Beach Symphony Musicians

Colleen Sugata
Carole Kleister-Castillo
Hyeree Yu
Alexander Knecht
Craig Gibson
Alexander Granger
Kira Blumberg

CELLO
Cécilia Tsan, principal
Allan Hon, assistant principal
Trevor Handy
Andrew Honea
Jonathan Flaksman
Victoria Bacon
*
Youna Choi
+Jake Saunders
Ji Sun Jung

BASS
Geoffrey Osika, principal
Sam Miller, assistant principal
Thomas Peters
Zach Hislop
*
Sukyung Chun
Thomas Harte
*

FLUTE
Heather Clark, principal
Jennifer Olson
Diane Alancraig

PICCOLO
Diane Alancraig

OBOE
Rong-Huey Liu, principal
Joseph Stone
Lelie Resnick

ENGLISH HORN
Lelie Resnick

CLARINET
Sérgio Coelho, principal
Paul Castillo
*

BASS CLARINET
*

BASSOON
Julie Feves, principal
Leslie Lashinsky
*

CONTRABASSOON
Leslie Lashinsky

FRENCH HORN
Melia Badalian, principal
Stephanie Thomas
Teag Reaves
*

TRUMPET
Miles McAllister, principal
* associate principal
*

TROMBONE 
Alexander Iles, principal
Alvin Veeh, associate principal

BASS TROMBONE 
Phillip Keen

TUBA 
Douglas Tornquist, principal

TIMPANI 
Gary Long, principal

PERCUSSION
* principal
*
Brian Cannady, acting principal

HARP
* principal

KEYBOARD
* principal

MUSIC DIRECTOR  
Eckart Preu, conductor

ASSISTANT CONDUCTOR
Pola Benke

CONDUCTING FELLOW
Oliver Chan

VIOLIN I
Roger Wilkie, concertmaster
Agnes Gottschewski,  
 assistant concertmaster
Chyi-Yau Lee
Reina Inui
Valerie Geller
Chloe Chiu
Carrie Kennedy
Alwyn Wright
Sarkis Gyurgchyan
Dynell Weber
Julie Metz
Linda Stone
Mei Chang
Yaeri Choi

VIOLIN II
Chloé Tardif, principal  
 (Karen & Wayne Freeman Chair  
 in Memory of Katia Popov)
Carolyn Osborn,  
 assistant principal
*
Ellen Jung
Jacqueline Suzuki
Cynthia Moussas
Sakura Tsai
Haesol Lee
*
Ann Brenton
*
+Richard Clark

VIOLA
Andrew Duckles, principal
Jonah Sirota, assistant principal
*

* Audition Pending    + On Leave
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Total Wine & More is like no other wine store you have ever visited. 
Each of our stores carries over 8,000 different wines, 4,500 spirits and 
2,500 beers.  With over 270 superstores, we have the buying power to 

bring you  the best wines at the lowest prices. 
 

Our wine team is the best trained in the industry.  They are committed 
and dedicated to bringing you the Total Wine Experience.™

Total Wine & More®.
The selection is incredible.

TotalWine.com
VISIT OUR 19 LOCATIONS IN THE LOS ANGELES AREA

LONG BEACH
Long Beach Towne Center 
(Next to Ashley Furniture)

7400 Carson Blvd.
Long Beach, CA 90808

(562) 420-2018
Mon-Sun 9am-10pm

TOTAL WINE & MORE
PROUDLY SUPPORTS
THE LONG BEACH SYMPHONY

LONG BEACHLONG BEACH
TOWNE CENTERTOWNE CENTER

W
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A
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SAM’SSAM’S
CLUBCLUB

EDWARDSEDWARDS
CINEMASCINEMAS
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abriel River
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TotalTotal
WineWine
Total
Wine

605
Carson St



17

OFFICERS 
Cindy Costello, Chairman**
Roger Goulette, Treasurer**
John Blumberg, Secretary**

MEMBERS 
Barbara Blackwell
Becky Cool
Brian Buchanan
Steve Caloca
John Di Carlo**
Jorge Enciso
Charlotte Ginsburg
Mark Guillen
David Hancock
Tyler Leshney
praCh Ly
Margie Masterson
Paulette Matson**
Sandor X. Mayuga
Sean Miller
Christopher Pinckney
Lyn Pohlmann**
Barbara Richards
Judy Ross
Nanette M. Salley
Anna Salusky**

LONG BEACH SYMPHONY ASSOCIATION
 BOARD OF DIRECTORS and ADMINISTRATION

Ryan Schulten
Lee Shoag
Brissa Sotelo-Vargas
Teri Tan
W. Henry Walker
Sharon L. Weissman 
Keyla Whitenhill
Susan E. A. Wise
Evelyn Zohlen

ORCHESTRA LIAISONS
Heather Clark, Flute
Andrew Duckles, Viola

EMERITUS MEMBERS
Mr. Ronald A. Belkin
Dr. Darrell Cannon
Mrs. Sue Cannon
Ms. Diane C. Creel
Mrs. Bobbie Cusato
Mr. Daniel S. Dunlap
Mr. John W. Hancock, III
Mrs. Laura C. Killingsworth*
Mr. Steven Lang
Mr. Irv Miller
Mr. Randy Mizer
Mr. George M. Murchison

Dr. Michael A. Stugrin*
Mr. Morton Stuhlbarg*
Mr. Robert J. Trunek
Mrs. Sheila Watson*
Mrs. Susan Weir
Ms. Mary Newkirk

ADMINISTRATION 
Kelly Ruggirello, President
Samuel Balimbin, VP of Finance
Gabby Dee, Finance Associate
John Cross, VP of Development
Mark Hilmar, Development Manager
Liya Klingenberg, Development Associate
Issy Farris, VP of Operations & Education
Matthew Peskanov, Operations & Education Manager
Fernanda Valdivia, Operations & Education Intern
Florita Davis, Manager of Sales
Petrina Walker, Administrative Assistant
Sue Moylan, Marketing Consultant
Arifa Sithi, Marketing Intern
Brent Anderson, Orchestra Librarian
Carrie Holzman-Little, Orchestra Personnel Manager
Jessica Rivera, Stage Manager
Jo Jo Reyes, House Manager and Assistant Stage Manager

**Executive Committee   *Deceased

Our Mission
The Mission of Long Beach Symphony is to engage audiences of  
all ages and cultures through exceptional orchestral performances,  
community partnerships, and meaningful educational experiences.

Our Vision
Our Vision is to inspire and unite ALL people through  

the transformative power of music.
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Donor Recognition

We gratefully acknowledge the following institutions whose extraordinary annual gifts make our 
concerts, educational programs, and community engagement thrive. For more information on giving  
to the Long Beach Symphony, please contact John Cross at 562-436-3203, ext. 222.

  Founder's Circle $100,000+

List current as of 1/10/25

Mr. Brian Buchanan
Coull Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. Doyle
Farmers & Merchants Bank Foundation
Mary M. Hester
Joanne and Neil Irish
Kelly Janousek
The Leshney Family
Los Angeles County Department of Arts and Culture
Mr. and Mrs. Sandy Mayuga
Timothy McAuliffe and Hilary Siebens
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Mizer
Dottie and Ken* Reiner
Bobby and JC Richards
The Shadden Group at Morgan Stanley
Dwight Stuart Youth Foundation
Mrs. Susan Stuhlbarg
The Westin Long Beach
Windes – Elissa and John Di Carlo
Susan and Erich Wise
Evelyn Zohlen and Mark Prendergast

Conductor’s Circle
$7,500+
Boos & Associates
Frances Grover Fund
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Hancock
Hausknost Family Trust
Jennifer and Kevin Peterson

Chairman’s Circle
$50,000+
Mrs. Becky M. Cool
Ms. Cindy Costello
Roger J. Goulette and Suzanne Lefebvre
Dr. and Mrs. John O. Pohlmann
Port of Long Beach

$25,000+
Evalyn M. Bauer Foundation 
Ms. Barbara B. Blackwell and Ms. Jean Bixby Smith
Mrs. Jane Claus 
Colburn Foundation
Dr. Allen and Charlotte Ginsburg
Ms. Nan Salley and Mr. Mark Gudaitis
Gunn Jerkens Marketing Communications - Linda Gunn
John W Hancock Family Foundation
Robert D. Hanson* Trust
George W. Harben* Estate
Margie Masterson
Paulette and Henry Matson
National Endowment For The Arts
Mr. Dennis Poulsen
Valero Energy Corporation - Ms. Brissa Sotelo-Vargas
Wavell Family Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Zucchero

$10,000+
Marcie and John Blumberg
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Mr. and Mrs. David Ross
Salusky Law Group Corporation
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Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stratton
Wolfe Foundation -  
 Ron and Carol Clark

$3,500+
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 Mr. Chester Jablonski
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Southland Credit Union
The Wine Country
Dr. and Mrs. James H. Wells

$2,000+
Anonymous 
Jack and Binnie Berro
Phil and Charlene Bosl
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Brascia
Dr. and Mrs. Oliver Brooks
Mr. John A. Burkholder  
 and Ms. Bobbi Pollack
Tom and Linda Croslin
Bobbie Cusato
Charles and Margaret Durnin
Mr. David Fults
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Galowich 
Ms. Margaret Gates

Ms. Cordelia Howard
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Kemner
Ms. Cam Killingsworth
Ms. Juneal Lamb-Liddi
Loeb Family Trust
Dr. Tom Maricich
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Monaghan
Mr. George Neuner
Mr. and Mrs. Philip R. Osterlind
Mr. and Mrs. Al Rudis
Dr. Jewell E. Stindt
Mr. Kevin J. Sutlick
Sweet Pea's Flower Shop
David York and Richard Metzler

$500+
Mr. John D. S. Allen
Debra L. Anderson  
 and Gayle Cardon
Terry and David Braunstein
Robert Brush Family
Ms. Victoria Chenevey
Mr. John Cliby
Nancy Cusato
Mr. and Mrs. Donald* D'Ambrosio
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Darling
Ms. Kim Drummond
Mrs. Nancy Eisner
Mr. Gerald Fitch
Nancy J. Fox
Nicholas Giampietro  
 and Jose Elizalde
Mr. and Mrs. George Jones
Mr. Michael Kolb
Kenneth and Carina Lister
Ms. Carol McKelvy
Mr. Marsh Mokhtari
Monograph Wealth
Mr. Jim Ripp
Mr. Ken Rivers
Mrs. Shirley Ross
Kelly Ruggirello
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Sakamoto

Ms. Ellen Goldenberg
Ms. Nancy G. Henry
Mr. and Mrs. Neale Hickerson
Bob and Valerie Hoffman
Anne and Bob Johnson
Mrs. Edwina Johnson*
Dr. Hideo and Jeanne Karatsu
Ms. Elizabeth Kennedy
Mrs. Terry Marte-Greco
Kevin and Ana Maria McGuan
Mitsubishi Cement
Leslie and Charlotte Moore Foundation
Bill and Sue Moylan
New York Life
Dr. Alana Northrop and Mr. Charley Fiala
David and Suzanne Nosworthy
Ms. Angela Albright and  Mr. Ken Reiff
Ms. Eileen Ryan
Herb Schraibman
Warren and Vonnie Schulten
Mr. John Jacob Shaak, Professor Emeritus
Patricia and John Shadden
Mrs. Doris Soriano  
 in memory of Ernest Soriano
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Stephenson
Chris Taber and Linda Strome
Nancy Tafoya
Total Wine and More
Miep van Tyen
Lynn O'Hearn Wagner and Frank Wagner
Michael and Sheila* Watson

Musician’s Circle
$1,000+
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Blake 
Ms. Ruth Cooperman
Mr. and Mrs. Mario Cordero
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Crumrine
Mr. Glen Ronald Ducat
Farwest Insulation Contracting
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Ferrari
Gallagher Chiropractic-  
 Dr. Thomas Gallagher
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Matthew Davis, M.D.   
 and Mark D. Dressner, M.D.
Melanie Dietz
Mr. and Mrs. David J. Duckman
Mr. Chris Funk
Mr. Paul Garman
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Geller
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Giampietro
Thuongthuy Ha
Mr. Frank Harter
Ms. Carol Hesse
Mike and Miki Ishikawa 
Ms. Emily Jameson-Waterman
Ms. Patty Jimenez
Mr. Karl F. Ketterer, CPA
Mrs. Sandra Kroll
Ms. Alyce LaViolette
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Lingle
Mr. and Mrs. James Lymburner
LB Pops Table 228
Mr. Chung Liu
Ms. Lynda Sue Marks
Ms. Suzan P. Medrano
Keith and Sally Miller

Mr. Celso Morrison  
 and Ms. Julie Chrzanowski
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Neesham
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Nicas
Monica Ojeda
Mr. Feliciano Olague
Ms. Beverly O'Neill
Dr. Sonia Pawluczyk
Mr. Timothy J. Rosbottom
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Sarver
Mrs. Victoria Sawtelle
Dr. and Mrs. Elbert W. Segelhorst
Mr. and Mrs. Rayne Sherman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sobel
Michael Tate*
Mr. Michael Tatum
Drs. Fred & Liz Trapp
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Vangeloff
Ms. Petrina Walker
Honorable Samuel W. Warner
Mr. and Mrs. David West
Tim and Karen White
Jean Woodrow
Ms. Juliet Wurr
Mr. Greg Yerkes
Ms. Cynthia A. Zuzga 

   *Deceased 

Signal Hill Chamber of Commerce
Carol Senske 
 in Memory of Bob Senske
Ms. Shannon Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. Travis Taylor
Ms. Sandy VandenBerge
Scott Vandrick and Tony Foster
Galen and Marguerite Walker
Ms. Sharon Weissman
Ms. Francine Woods

$250+
Ms. Tamara Achauer
Ms. Debbie Autrey
Ms. Barbara Bannister
Mr. Timothy Beans
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Benner
Mr. Barry Borkin
Ms. Shirlee Bouch
Ms. Marlene Brown
Mrs. Jessie Butler
Ms. Carolyn Carey
Lillian Chu and Johnny O'Kane
John Cross
Mr. Tom Daellenbach
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Encore!
THE LEGACY SOCIETY OF THE LONG BEACH SYMPHONY ASSOCIATION
The Encore! Legacy Society honors those who generously make provisions 
for support through designation in their Wills, Trusts, and/or Estate to the 
Foundation for the Long Beach Symphony Endowment Fund and/or to 

the Long Beach Symphony Association Annual Fund.

 
Reva and Sy* Alban

Anonymous
Donna and Fahmy* Attallah

Mr. Robert Bellevue
Barbara Blackwell

John and Marcie Blumberg
John Burkholder and  
Barbara Pollack

Sue and Darrell Cannon
Maria* and Don Cochran
Erma and Malcolm Colton

Mrs. Becky M. Cool

Ms. Cindy Costello
Dr. Frances S. Grover*
George Harben*

Edwina* and Jerry Johnson
Gary Kinzer

Lizbeth McDannel Bell
Loeb Family Trust

Ruth* and Paul Martineau
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Matson

Irv and Karen Miller
Mrs. Patricia Mohler*
Agnes Mulhearn*

Dr. Alana Northrop and Mr. Charley Fiala
Virginia G. Oleen*

Lyn and John Pohlmann
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Richards, III 
Joy* and George* Rosenthal
Susan and Keith Schulberg

John Jacob Shaak
Barbara and Leon Shoag

Cathryn* and Douglas N. Smyth 
Dr. Michael A. Stugrin*

Susan and Mort* Stuhlbarg
Jerry Wulk*

Ovation
VOLUNTEERS OF LONG BEACH SYMPHONY

Long Beach Symphony proudly recognizes Ovation, a group of dedicated volunteers 
who, through a shared love of orchestral music, generously contributes time and talent 
to an extensive schedule of concerts, special events, community engagement activities, 

and education programs in support of the mission of Long Beach Symphony. 
To	learn	more	about	Ovation,	visit	longbeachsymphony.org/ovation

                         2024-25 Committee Chairs     
 Parliamentarian Mary Hester
 Education Programs Nina West, Doug Lane  
  and Carol Hesse
 Newsletter Brian Buchanan
 Nominating Victoria Chenevey
 Ovation Occasions Mary Hester and  
  Victoria Chenevey
 Patron Engagement Mary and Steve Lang
 Personal Communications Donita Smith
 Classical Rehearsal Receptions Shannon Taylor
 Pops Rehearsal Receptions Ethel Sanford
 Tributes & Memorials Donita Smith
 Volunteer Coordinator Bobbie Cusato  
 

                           2024-25 Ovation Council Officers
 Co-chair Brian Buchanan
 Co-chair  Bobbie Cusato
 Past Chair Victoria Chenevey
 Administrative Secretary Jennifer "JJ" Jank
 Treasurer Judy D'Ambrosio
 Membership Chairs Ethel Sanford and  
  Victoria Chenevey
 Vital Information 
 Custodian Vicky Sawtelle
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Carol D. McCormac*
John and Elizabeth McWilliams*

Harlan and Phyllis Miller*
Mr. and Mrs. Weckford Morgan*

Pott Family Estate
The Will J. Reid Foundation
Frani and Dan* Ridder

Arthur Rose
in memory of Grace Berne Rose

Helene Rose*
Agnes B. Salisbury*
Dr. Terry Smith*

Dr. Michael A. Stugrin*
Haydee and Pat Vitacolonna

Roberta Wakefield*
Susan and Jim Weir

 

Frances S. Grover Fund for
Contemporary Music
Josephine S. Gumbiner*

Elizabeth and John Hancock
Robert D. Hanson* Trust
Mr. James E. Herley
Marie Homes*
Dr. Hideo and

Mrs. Jeanne Karatsu
John S. and James L. Knight 

Foundation
Ann V. Koons*

Jean and Charles Lane*
Margaret and Earl Leake*
Elmer B. Leihammer*

Margie and Jon* Masterson
Paulette and Henry Matson

James and Lorraine Ackerman*
Lizbeth McDannel Bell

Alvin A. Bixler*
Alberta Carlson*
Mrs. Becky M. Cool

Janet and William Davids*
Linda and Gary Davidson

The Fletcher Jones Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. L. Wayne Freeman,
in memory of Katia Popov
Mr. and Mrs. Gildner

in memory of Anthony L. Rosales, Jr.
Lewis and Dorothea Goodrich*

Mr. Richard D. Green*
Mary Ann Grossnick*
Dr. Frances S. Grover*  

Endowment Benefactors
Long Beach Symphony recognizes the generous donors who have made gifts in  

perpetuity to the Long Beach Symphony Endowment Fund to ensure the  
long-term health of the Long Beach Symphony.

Donor Recognition

Foundation for the
Long Beach Symphony

The Foundation for the Long Beach Symphony is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3)  
organization which oversees the management of the Long Beach Symphony 

Endowment Fund. Gifts to the Endowment Fund remain invested in perpetuity, and  
the income provides crucial annual support to the Symphony. For more information, 

please call John Cross at (562) 436-3203, ext. 222.John Cross at (562) 436-3203, ext. 222.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 Roger Goulette, President
  Anna Salusky, Treasurer
 J.C. Richards, Secretary
 Cindy Costello, LBSA Chairman
 John Burkholder
 Brian Buchanan
 
 
 
 

*Deceased

EMERITUS MEMBER 
Jon Masterson*

Becky Cool 
John Di Carlo 
John Hancock
Paulette Matson
Sandor Mayuga
Randy Mizer
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3/22/25
Sinatra, Elvis and MORE!
by Matt Mauser

Sunday
6/8/25

3/8/25  
Musical Fusion with  
Arturo Sandoval

5/17/25 

5/10/25
Electric  
Avenue:   
MTV 80’s Dance Party

6/7/25 
Tchaikovsky 4  
and More!  
Love Stories 


