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(1997–2004) and of the American Russian Young 
Artists Orchestra (1999–2004). Other former 
posts include Music Director of the Norwalk 
(CT) Youth Symphony and Principal Conductor 
of the New Amsterdam Symphony (NY). He 
was associated with the Bard Music Festival 
from 1997 to 2004 as both Assistant and Guest 
Conductor. In Europe, Maestro Preu served as 
Music Director of the Orchestre International de 
Paris (1993–1995).
As a guest conductor, he has appeared with 
the Jerusalem Symphony (Israel), Symphony 
Orchestra of Chile, Auckland Philharmonia (New 
Zealand),  Radio Philharmonic of Slovenia, Pecs 
Philharmonic (Hungary), Philharmonic Orchestra 
in Jalisco (Mexico), and in Germany with the Jena 
Philharmonic Orchestra and the Philharmonic 
Orchestra in Baden-Baden. Guest conducting 
engagements include the Memphis Symphony 
Orchestra, the Delaware Symphony, the Duluth 
Superior Symphony, the Fairfax Symphony 
Orchestra, and the Wichita Symphony. Recent 
international appearances include the National 
Symphony Orchestra of Columbia, National 
Philharmonic of Armenia, and Orquesta Sinfónica 
Sinaloa de las Artes in Mexico.

Career highlights include performances at 
Carnegie Hall, the Sorbonne in Paris, a live 
broadcast with the Jerusalem Symphony, 
commercial recordings with the Portland 
Symphony, Spokane Symphony, and New Zealand 
Philharmonia. His concerts have been aired from 
coast to coast and on Jerusalem Radio.

Music Director
Eckart Preu 

Eckart Preu (Eck-art Proy) began his tenure as 
Music Director of Long Beach Symphony in 2017. 
Critics, the orchestra, and audiences alike have 
celebrated his ability to combine well-loved 
masterworks with rare or newer works in 
programs offering dimension, sophistication, 
and spirit.
Preu also currently serves as Music Director 
of the Cincinnati Chamber Orchestra (OH) and 
Portland Symphony Orchestra (ME). Previously, 
he held the positions of Music Director of the 
Spokane Symphony (2004–2019) and Stamford 
Symphony (2005–2017), Associate Conductor of 
the Richmond Symphony (2001– 2004), Resident 
Conductor of the American Symphony Orchestra 

Introducing, "The 3rd Space," your new place for 
 connection, conversation, and community. 

At Long Beach Symphony, we believe a concert should be more than a 
performance—it's an experience filled with discovery, warmth, and shared 
moments. That’s why we’ve created "The 3rd Space": A gathering spot to meet 
new people.
Arriving solo? Coming with friends? Either way, look for "The 3rd Space" sign 
in the lobby before the concert or at intermission and make it one of the 
highlights of your evening! 



https://longbeachsymphony.org/concerts-events/golf/


Tonight's Prelude Ensemble
The CSULB University Flute Quartet is a distinguished chamber ensemble comprised of leading 
members of the CSULB Flute Studio. Under the guidance of Professor Darrin Thaves, the quartet 
performs regularly in a variety of concert settings throughout the year.
This evening’s program features Harmony in Blue and Gold by Eric Ewazen, Walckiers’ Grand Quartett, 
Op. 70, Fioritura by Satoshi Yagisawa, among other works.
The members of the Flute Quartet extend their sincere gratitude to the Long Beach Symphony and its 
community for their support.

(L-R) Elise James, third-year flute performance and music education double major at CSULB. Daniel Chavez, a Los Angeles-based 
classical and jazz flutist, and senior at the Bob Cole Conservatory of Music. Olivia Langer, second year flute performance major 
at CSULB. Ethan Lee is pursuing a degree in Music Performance and is piccoloist for the CSULB Bob Cole Conservatory of Music’s 
Wind Symphony and Symphony Orchestra. All four members of the ensemble study with Dr. Jenni Olson.
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Eckart Preu, conductor

Please take a moment  
to silence your cell phone.

Please refrain from  
photography while musicians 
are performing. Recordings  

are not allowed.
By attending this concert,
you may be included in

event photography. 
Program and artists are  

subject to change.

Tonight's Concert is generously sponsored by

Gordon and Ruth Dougherty Foundation

	 S. Guillaume	 Lavil Okap (Approximately 13 minutes)

	 Chopin	 Piano Concerto No. 2 in F minor, Op. 21 				  
	 (1810-1849)	 Fei-Fei, piano
		  (Approximately 32 minutes)

      * * * * * * * 20 min. Intermission * * * * * * *

	 Tchaikovsky	 Romeo and Juliet Fantasy Overture
	 (1840-1893)	 (Approximately 19 minutes)

	 Bernstein	 West Side Story Symphonic Dances
	 (1918-1990)	 (Approximately 24 minutes)
	

Fei-Fei, piano

Saturday, September 27, 2025  |  7:30pm

Terrace Theater



7

of China with the Aletheia Piano Trio (of which she 
is a founding member), and performances of less-
er-represented repertoire, including concertos by 
Leroy Anderson, Florence Price, Clara Schumann, 
and Xiaogang Ye.
Additional concerto highlights include 
performances with the Fort Worth Symphony, 
Kansas City Symphony, Buffalo Philharmonic, 
Aspen Music Festival Orchestra, Illinois 
Philharmonic, Spokane Symphony, Corpus 
Christi Symphony, Austin Symphony, Denver 
Philharmonic, Anchorage Symphony, and the 
Juilliard Orchestra. Internationally, she has 
performed with Canada’s Calgary Philharmonic, 
Germany’s Rostock and Baden-Baden 
Philharmonic Orchestras, and in China with the 
Shenzhen Symphony, Hong Kong Philharmonic, 
and China National Symphony Orchestras.
Fei-Fei was featured prominently as a Cliburn 
finalist in the documentary film, Virtuosity, about 
the 2013 Cliburn Competition, which premiered 
on PBS in August 2015. Deeply committed 
to sharing her joy for music and connecting 
with communities, Fei-Fei frequently engages 
students and community audiences through 
school and outreach concerts and masterclasses.
Born in Shenzhen, Fei-Fei began piano lessons 
at the age of 5. She is a graduate of The Juilliard 
School where she studied with Dr. Yoheved 
Kaplinsky, and is currently pursing Doctoral of 
Musical Arts degree with pianist Yefim Bronfman 
at Manhattan School of Music. Fei-Fei is also a 
member of the piano faculty at John J. Cali School 
of Music at Montclair State University and teaching 
associate to Yefim Bronfman at Manhattan School 
of Music beginning in Fall 2023.

	 For more information, please visit 
	 www.cliburnagency.com/fei-fei

Featured Artist

Infusing “intoxicating grace” with “exceptional 
musicality” and “inconceivable virtuosity,” 
pianist Fei-Fei conjures a special and undeniable 
connectivity with her audiences that brings 
joy, passion, and deep musical understanding 
(Badische Neueste Nachrichten). Her engaging 
and endearing personality shines through in 
every note, word, and expression—whether 
performing as a soloist, recitalist, chamber 
musician on world stages or as an advocate for 
community engagement.
“Sporting a naturally gracious charm and stage 
presence,” Fei-Fei has “shared her musical 
passions unstintingly” around the globe 
(Peninsula Review). Recent projects include her 
role as artist-in-residence with the Baden-Baden 
Philharmonic touring in Germany, a Carnegie Hall 
performance and tour of Spain with the New York 
Youth Symphony, a cross-disciplinary collabo-
ration with Ballet Arkansas, a performance of 
Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 3 at Lincoln 
Center with the Pegasus Symphony, a 19-city tour 

Fei-Fei 
piano

Classical series
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Sydney Guillaume – Lavil Okap
The title “Lavil Okap” is the Haitian Creole name for the City of Cap-Haïtien, which served as the capital 
of the French colony of Saint-Domingue (also known as Saint Domingue) from its formal capital estab-
lishment in 1711 until 1770 when the capital was moved to Port-au-Prince; but Lavil Okap has remained a 
significant cultural center for the nation. Haitian-born Sydney Guillaume was commissioned to compose 
this orchestral celebration of the historic community in honor of its 350th anniversary in the year 2020.

As a child, Guillaume spent family time in Cap-Haitien, where his mother spent much of her youth. His 
three-movement composition recognizes multiple elements of great importance in the timeline of the 
city’s history. “The first movement of Lavil Okap was inspired by the journey of King Henri Christophe and 
the Haitian Revolution.” The second movement begins with “a jubilant atmosphere – what Cap-Haitien 
must have been like in its heyday [sic] after gaining independence,” but transitions to a more somber tone 
that acknowledges “the struggles Haiti has faced since becoming the world’s first free black republic.” 
The third movement, he says, was inspired by the Haitian people’s resilience, “symbolizing hope and 
optimism for a brighter future in Haiti.”

Things to listen for:  The first movement incorporates rhythmic patterns from Yanvalou, which dates back 
to the African slaves’ homeland heritage in Benin. In the third movement, the trombones mimic Haitian 
bamboo instruments playing Rara music, another local form of expression with roots in Africa. 

Fun fact: King Henri Christophe is remembered as the one and only king – ever – of the Kingdom of 
Haiti’s. His self-proclaimed rule from 1811 to his death in 1820 marked one of many turbulent eras in the 
nation, as power shifted among warring forces and factions that fractured the country. After Henri’s death, 
the governance reunited to become what we today know as the Haitian nation. This piece was composed 
by Guillaume also to mark 200 years since Henri Christophe’s death. First performance (world premiere) 
took place on April 1, 2023 in Cap-Haïtien, in front of the historic cathedral, with the Haitian Orchestra 
Institute under Guillaume’s direction.

Frederic Chopin – Piano Concerto No.2 in F minor, Op.21
Frédéric Chopin, although he died at the young age of 39 in 1849, is arguably Poland’s most renowned 
native composer. Born in 1810 near Warsaw, he showed extraordinary musical talent from early childhood: 
by 1817, at about age 7, he had composed his first polonaise (in G minor), and a B-flat major and other early 
polonaise also dates from that period (some early polonaises are lost). His earliest surviving manuscript 
among those juvenile works is a Polonaise in A-flat major composed around 1821, when he was 11.

Chopin was a prolific composer and performer, despite persistent illness that plagued him from early 
childhood and continued throughout his life. He composed an astonishing number of masterful, inspired, 
and often devilishly difficult works. Among a total opus of more than 230 compositions, nearly all featuring 
the piano—solo pieces, two piano concertos, chamber works, and songs with piano.

Chopin moved to Paris in his early 20s and became a popular member of the artistic salon milieu alongside 
a host of other musicians, artists, and writers including Franz Liszt and, memorably, the scandalous early 

Program Notes by Susan SwinburneClassical series

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cap-Ha%C3%AFtien
https://sydneyguillaume.com/lavil-okap/
https://www.facebook.com/TheHaitianAmerican/posts/happy-350th-anniversary-cap-haitien-the-largest-historical-and-tourist-city-in-h/3455073271211257/
https://news.yale.edu/2025/04/07/recalling-life-henry-christophe-haitis-first-and-last-king
https://www.culturalcapitalhaiti.org/post/the-meaning-of-yanvalou-dance
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ejUAv7Ubahg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y8tlmEPKs38&list=RDy8tlmEPKs38&start_radio=1
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Program Notes by Susan Swinburne

feminist writer George Sand (pseudonym for Amantine Lucile Aurore Dupin), with whom he maintained a 
stormy 10-year affair. He died of tuberculosis, though some call it a somewhat mysterious death, only two 
years after the affair ended in 1849.

The Piano Concerto No.2 in F minor, Op. 21, was in fact the first written of Chopin’s two concerti for piano. 
Composed in the fall of 1829, it premiered in Warsaw in March 1830 with the composer at the piano. Later 
the same year in October, he premiered his next piano concerto in E minor Op. 11, officially “No. 1.” Are those 
numbers confusing? Yes, they are. It is because the E minor work was published first that the F minor 
composition received its “No. 2” designation. In between, indefatigable, Chopin composed nine other 
piano works (Op. 12-20).

For a cinematic look at the Parisian life of Chopin, his friendship with Franz Liszt, and his highly-charged 
romantic liaison with George Sand, view the 1991 film “Impromptu” starring a young Hugh Grant. 

Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky –  
Romeo and Juliet Fantasy Overture
Some stories claim that Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky had never read Shakespeare’s tragic masterpiece when 
he composed his Romeo and Juliet Fantasy Overture. He was 29, working (unhappily) as an instructor at 
the Moscow Conservatory to pay the bills and contributing to his limited time was for composing. How, 
then, did it come to pass that he wrote this gorgeous, emotional, tragic work? 

The suggestion to compose a musical fantasy based on the fated star-crossed lovers’ story came from 
Tchaikovsky’s friend and mentor Mily Balakirev. Balakirev, together with Aleksandr Borodin, César Cui, 
Modest Mussorgsky, and Nikolay Rimsky-Korsakov, were well-known in Moscow for their efforts to 
promote “Russian” music, advocating for diminished dependence on Italian, German, and other European 
traditions. Known as “The Five,” they were a prominent and patriotic voice in musical circles. Tchaikovsky, 
being conservatory-trained, was not a member of their group, but Balakirev greatly respected his talent. 
He took seriously his role as Tchaikovsky’s musical advisor, sharing very specific ideas for the Romeo and 
Juliet piece he envisioned. He not only explained the main characters, themes, and elements of the story, 
but also offered his opinions as to what key to compose in, where certain harmonies and other musical 
structures would best suit the mood, and which instruments would be most representative of the action. 

Tchaikovsky willingly took on the project, using some but not all of Balakirev’s recommendations. The 
work premiered in 1870 but received only a lukewarm reception. Over the course of the next ten years 
Tchaikovsky made significant revisions. The finished piece that is so well-known today was finally 
completed in 1880, but that version was first performed in 1886. However, audiences clearly agree that it 
was worth the wait! 

The iconic love theme from the Romeo and Juliet Fantasy Overture has found its way into innumerable 
films, TV shows, and other performances, including Wayne’s World, Columbo, South Park, The Simpsons, 
Sesame Street, and SpongeBob SquarePants, just to name a few.

Classical series

https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/books/first/j/jack-sand.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-29915863
https://imslp.org/wiki/List_of_works_by_Fr%C3%A9d%C3%A9ric_Chopin
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0102103/?ref_=mv_close
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Mily-Balakirev
https://www.britannica.com/topic/The-Five
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Leonard Bernstein – West Side Story Symphonic Dances
Leonard Bernstein’s West Side Story, now almost 70 years old, was both an unprecedented popular 
phenomenon and a turning point in the evolution of the American stage musical when it premiered in 
1957. For anyone who might not know, the production retells Romeo and Juliet, setting the story amid rival 
immigrant gangs in mid-20th century New York City. It was such an instantaneous popular juggernaut 
that Hollywood became immediately interested and the creative team set to work on creating a movie 
version. The film, released in 1961, took the movie-going public by storm, winning 10 of the 11 Oscars for 
which it was nominated, including best picture, best sound and best score. 

The West Side Story Symphonic Dances was created for the concert stage for a special 1961 named “A 
Valentine for Leonard Bernstein” benefiting the pension fund of the New York Philharmonic. Bernstein 
and his trusted collaborators, orchestrators Irwin Kostal and Sid Ramin, reworked the themes from the 
musical, creating a soaring and passionate piece that revisits all the important moments and scenes. 

The Symphonic Dances weave together many distinct themes and motifs from the musical’s story and 
score – Somewhere, Mambo, Cha-Cha, Cool, Rumble, and more – to create an emotionally charged 
concert piece that runs the gamut from young love and joyous celebration, to confrontation and combat, 
resolution, tragedy, and poignant closure. 

Susan Swinburne has been a lover and student of music since demanding piano lessons at age six. Her work in 
orchestra management has enriched her life personally and professionally for the past three decades. A habitué of 
concert halls throughout southern California, she lives, listens, writes, and researches in the South Bay.

Program Notes by Susan Swinburne Classical series

Upcoming Concert, 11/1/25

https://leonardbernstein.com/works/view/73/symphonic-dances-from-west-side-story
https://www.google.com/search?q=mambo+from+west+side+story&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS923US923&oq=mambo+from+west+side+story&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBCDMxMzVqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&sei=4JzJaJneCP-V0PEP_oTskAg#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:383c9266,vid:kokbJvSEMUY,st:0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=efWW1PR0Phg
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=cb1e697b99ad7555&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS923US923&udm=7&sxsrf=AE3TifO2mFBCSp2Tn6F8ZHxcDQLlOnJ22g:1757623494319&q=cool+from+west+side+story&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiBnZzgydGPAxVvl-4BHW_GM5sQ8ccDKAR6BAgjEAY&biw=1881&bih=1004&dpr=1#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:be814ced,vid:hMMAB3MNCKw,st:0
https://www.longbeachsymphony.org/Calendar
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Long Beach Symphony Musicians

Colleen Sugata
+Carole Kleister-Castillo
Hyeree Yu
Alexander Knecht
Craig Gibson
Alexander Granger
Kira Blumberg

CELLO
Cécilia Tsan, principal
Allan Hon, assistant principal
Trevor Handy
Andrew Honea
Jonathan Flaksman 
*
* 
Youna Choi
* 
Ji Sun Jung

BASS
Geoffrey Osika, principal
Sam Miller, assistant principal
Thomas Peters
Zach Hislop
*
Sukyung Chun
Thomas Harte
*

FLUTE
Heather Clark, principal
Jennifer Olson
Diane Alancraig

PICCOLO
Diane Alancraig

OBOE
Rong-Huey Liu, principal
Joseph Stone
Lelie Resnick

ENGLISH HORN
Lelie Resnick

CLARINET
Sérgio Coelho, principal
*
*

BASS CLARINET
*

BASSOON
Anne Ranzani, principal
Leslie Lashinsky
*

CONTRABASSOON
Leslie Lashinsky

FRENCH HORN
Melia Badalian, principal
Stephanie Thomas
Teag Reaves
*

TRUMPET
Miles McAllister, principal
* associate principal
*

TROMBONE 
Alexander Iles, principal
Alvin Veeh, associate principal

BASS TROMBONE 
Phillip Keen

TUBA 
Douglas Tornquist, principal

TIMPANI 
Gary Long, principal

PERCUSSION
* principal
*
Brian Cannady, acting principal

HARP
Marcia Dickstein, principal

KEYBOARD
Alan Steinberger, principal

MUSIC DIRECTOR  
Eckart Preu, conductor

ASSISTANT CONDUCTOR
*

CONDUCTING FELLOW
Emmanuel Rojas

VIOLIN I
Roger Wilkie, concertmaster
Agnes Gottschewski,  
	 assistant concertmaster
Chyi-Yau Lee
Reina Inui
Valerie Geller
Chloe Chiu
Carrie Kennedy
Alwyn Wright
Sarkis Gyurgchyan
Dynell Weber
Julie Metz
Linda Stone
Mei Chang
Yaeri Choi

VIOLIN II
Chloé Tardif, principal  
	 (Karen & Wayne Freeman Chair  
	 in Memory of Katia Popov)
Carolyn Osborn,  
	 assistant principal
*
Ellen Jung
Jacqueline Suzuki
Cynthia Moussas
Sakura Tsai
Haesol Lee
*
Ann Brenton
*
Richard Clark

VIOLA
Andrew Duckles, principal
Jonah Sirota, assistant principal
*

* Audition Pending    + On Leave
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Our Mission
The Mission of Long Beach Symphony is to engage audiences of  
all ages and cultures through exceptional orchestral performances, 
community partnerships, and meaningful educational experiences.

Our Vision
Our Vision is to inspire and unite ALL people through 

the transformative power of music.

Long Beach Symphony Association
Board of Directors and Administration

MEMBERS 
Barbara Blackwell
Steve Caloca**
Becky Cool
John Di Carlo
Jorge Enciso**
Melissa Evans
Charlotte Ginsburg
David Hancock
Tyler Leshney
praCh Ly
Margie Masterson
Paulette Matson 
Sean Miller
Christopher Pinckney
Lyn Pohlmann**
Bobby Richards 
Judy Ross
Nanette M. Salley
Ryan Schulten
Lee Shoag
Brissa Sotelo-Vargas
Joe Stone (Orchestra Liaison)
Dr. Teri Tan
W. Henry Walker
Sharon L. Weissman
Karen Widerynski
Susan E. A. Wise
Evelyn Zohlen**

ORCHESTRA LIAISONS
Heather Clark, Flute
Andrew Duckles, Viola
Joe Stone, Oboe

EMERITUS MEMBERS
Mr. Ronald A. Belkin*
Dr. Darrell Cannon
Mrs. Sue Cannon
Ms. Diane C. Creel
Mrs. Bobbie Cusato
Mr. Daniel S. Dunlap
Mr. John W. Hancock, III
Mrs. Laura C. Killingsworth*
Mr. Steven Lang
Mr. Irv Miller
Mr. Randy Mizer
Mr. George M. Murchison
Dr. Michael A. Stugrin*
Mr. Morton Stuhlbarg*
Mr. Robert J. Trunek
Mrs. Sheila Watson*
Mrs. Susan Weir
Ms. Mary Newkirk

ADMINISTRATION
Kelly Ruggirello, President
Samuel Balimbin, VP of Finance
Gabby Dee, Finance Associate
John Cross, VP of Development
Joe Alfano,  
Corporate Development Officer
Mark Hilmar, Development Manager
Liya Klingenberg, Development and 
House Coordinator
Issy Farris, VP of Operations  
& Education
Matthew Peskanov,  
Operations & Education Manager
Sue Moylan,  
Marketing Consultant
David De Santiago,  
Digital Marketing Specialist
Florita Davis, Director of  
Sales & Box Office
Petrina Walker,  
Administrative Assistant
Brent Anderson,  
Orchestra Librarian
Carrie Holzman-Little,  
Orchestra Personnel Manager
Jessica Rivera, Stage Manager
Jo Jo Reyes, Assistant  
Stage Manager

OFFICERS
Cindy Costello, Chairman**  |  Roger Goulette, Treasurer**  |  John Blumberg, Secretary**

**Executive Committee   *Deceased
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Donor Recognition

We gratefully acknowledge the following institutions whose extraordinary annual gifts make our 
concerts, educational programs, and community engagement thrive. For more information on giving  
to the Long Beach Symphony, please contact John Cross at 562-436-3203, ext. 222.

  Founder's Circle $100,000+

List current as of 9/12/25

Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. Doyle
Dwight Stuart Youth Foundation
Farmers & Merchants Bank Foundation
Hennings-Fischer Foundation
Mary M. Hester
Joanne and Neil Irish
Kelly Janousek
The Leshney Family
Los Angeles County Department of Arts and Culture
Mr. and Mrs. Sandy Mayuga
The Earl B. and Loraine H. Miller Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Mizer
Dottie and Ken* Reiner
J.C. and Bobby Richards
The Shadden Group at Morgan Stanley,  
	 Patricia and John Shadden
Leon and Barbara Shoag
Timothy McAuliffe and Hilary Siebens
Mrs. Susan Stuhlbarg
The Westin Long Beach
Windes - Elissa and John Di Carlo
Susan and Erich Wise
Evelyn Zohlen and Mark Prendergast

Conductor’s Circle
$7,500+
Frances Grover* Fund
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Hancock
Hausknost Family Trust
Jennifer and Kevin Peterson
Mr. and Mrs. David Ross
Mr. Ryan Schulten
South Bay Lexus

Chairman’s Circle
$50,000+
Mrs. Becky M. Cool
Ms. Cindy Costello
Dougherty/Patriot Insurance Services 
Gordon and Ruth Dougherty Foundation
Dr. Allen and Charlotte Ginsburg
Roger J. Goulette and Suzanne Lefebvre
Dr. and Mrs. John O. Pohlmann
Port of Long Beach
Ralph M. Parsons Foundation

$25,000+
Ms. Barbara B. Blackwell and Ms. Jean Bixby Smith
John and Marcie Blumberg
Mrs. Jane Claus
Colburn Foundation
Evalyn M. Bauer Foundation
Gunn Jerkens Marketing Communications - Linda Gunn
John W Hancock Family Foundation
Robert D. Hanson* Trust
George Harben* Estate
Margie Masterson
Paulette and Henry Matson
Mr. Dennis Poulsen
Ms. Nan Salley and Mr. Mark Gudaitis
Valero Energy Corporation - Ms. Brissa Sotelo-Vargas
Wavell Family Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Zucchero

$10,000+
Boos & Associates CPA
Mr. Brian Buchanan
Coull Foundation

https://gunnjerkens.com/
https://www.longbeach.gov
https://www.perenchiofoundation.org
https://therumbafoundation.org
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Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stratton
Karen and Rich Widerynski

$3,500+
Dr. and Mrs. Marvin Appel
Mr. Robert Bellevue and   
	 Ms. Margaret Smith
Bess Hodges Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Clark
Mr. Don Desfor
Mrs. Gloria Deukmejian
The Fencl Family
Mrs. Debbie Fults
Josephine S. Gumbiner Foundation
Hydroform USA - Mr. Chester Jablonski*
Dr. Hideo and Jeanne Karatsu
Mrs. Rita Kimble
Bonnie Lowenthal and Evan Braude
Mr. and Mrs. Irv A. Miller
Luther and Ginger Nussbaum
George and Anita Padgett
Salusky Law Group Corporation
Ethel T. Sanford
Warren and Vonnie Schulten
Dr. and Mrs. James H. Wells

$2,000+
Anonymous
Jack and Binnie Berro
Phil and Charlene Bosl
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Brascia
Dr. and Mrs. Oliver Brooks
Mr. John A. Burkholder and  
	 Ms. Bobbi Pollack
Mr. Steve Caloca
Bill and Patty* Crawford
Tom and Linda Croslin
Bobbie Cusato
Mr. Glen Ronald Ducat
Charles and Margaret Durnin
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Ferrari
Mr. David Fults
Gallagher Chiropractic-  
	 Dr. Thomas Gallagher
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Galowich
Leslie Gildea and Aaron Halva
Ms. Ellen Goldenberg

Mr. and Mrs. Philip R. Osterlind
Mr. and Mrs. Al Rudis
Carol Senske -  
	 In Memory of Bob Senske
Dr. Jewell E. Stindt
Mr. Kevin J. Sutlick
Sweet Pea's Flower Shop
Dr. Teri Tan
Lynn O'Hearn Wagner and  
	 Frank Wagner
David York and Richard Metzler

$500+
Mr. John D. S. Allen
Debra L. Anderson and  
	 Gayle Cardon
Ms. Shirlee Bouch
Terry and David Braunstein
Ms. Victoria Chenevey
Ms. Heather Clark
Mr. John Cliby
Tim and Josefa Curtin
Mrs. Judy D'Ambrosio
Diane Donaldson
Mr. Walt Fidler
Mr. Gerald Fitch
Farwest Insulation Contracting
Nicholas Giampietro and  
	 Jose Elizalde
Ms. Antigone Goetz
Mr. Ron Hoppel and  
	 Mrs. Marilyn Ruppart
Mike and Miki Ishikawa 
Mr. and Mrs. George Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Lingle
Kenneth and Carina Lister
Mr. Cliff Miller
Mary Ellen Mitchell and 
	 Javier Gonzalez
Mr. Marsh Mokhtari
Monograph Wealth
Mrs. Shirley Ross
Kelly Ruggirello
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Sakamoto
Ms. Sarah Tong-Sangmeister and 
	  John Sangmeister
Mr. and Mrs. Garry Schoonover
Mr. and Mrs. Rayne Sherman

Ms. Nancy G. Henry
Mr. and Mrs. Neale Hickerson
Avalon and Russ Hill
Bob and Valerie Hoffman
Mrs. Edwina Johnson*
Anne and Bob Johnson
Keesal, Young & Logan
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Lent
Mrs. Terry Marte-Greco
Nikki and Lisa McCourt
Kevin and Ana Maria McGuan
Mitsubishi Cement
Leslie and Charlotte Moore Foundation
Bill and Sue Moylan
New York Life
David and Suzanne Nosworthy
Ms. Linda Riley
Ms. Eileen Ryan
Schulzman-Neri Foundation
Mr. John Jacob Shaak, Professor Emeritus
Patricia and John Shadden
Mrs. Doris Soriano -  
	 In memory of Ernest Soriano
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Stephenson
Chris Taber and Linda Strome
Nancy Tafoya
The Wine Country
Total Wine and More
Miep van Tyen
Michael and Sheila* Watson
Ms. Deborah Williams

Musician’s Circle
$1,000+
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Blake
Ms. Ruth Cooperman
Mr. and Mrs. Mario Cordero
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Crumrine
Nancy Cusato
Mr. and Mrs. Richard* W. Darling
Mr. and Mrs. Gary DeLong
Ms. Margaret Gates
Ms. Cordelia Howard
Ms. Juneal Lamb-Liddi
Loeb Family Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Monaghan
Mr. George Neuner
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Mrs. Vali DeVries
Melanie Dietz
Mr. and Mrs. David J. Duckman
Ms. Issy Farris
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ford
Mrs. Jean Fullerton
Mr. Paul Garman
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Geller
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Giampietro
Steve and Gwen Gibson
Ms. Jennifer "JJ" Jank
Mr. Karl F. Ketterer, CPA
Mrs. Sandra Kroll
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Lang
Ms. Alyce LaViolette
Mr. and Mrs. James Lymburner
Ms. Lynda Sue Marks
Ms. Suzan P. Medrano
Julie and Michael Meenan
Mr. Celso Morrison and  
	 Ms. Julie Chrzanowski
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Neesham
Mr. Thomas Nelms
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Nicas
Monica Ojeda
Lillian Chu and Johnny O'Kane

Mr. Feliciano Olague
Ms. Beverly O'Neill
Dr. Sonia Pawluczyk
Ms. Angela Albright and  
	 Mr. Ken Reiff
Mr. Timothy J. Rosbottom
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Sarver
Ms. Mary Beth Serafano
Ms. Linda Silver
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Simon
Ms. Heartest Stills
Michael Tate*
Mr. Michael Tatum
Drs. Fred & Liz Trapp
Ms. Sandy VandenBerge
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Vangeloff
Ms. Sharon Weissman
Mr. and Mrs. David West
Tim and Karen White
Ms. Julie Willbanks
Jean Woodrow
Ms. Juliet Wurr
Mr. Greg Yerkes

   *Deceased 

Mary K. Suttie and  
	 Mr. David C. Robertson
Ms. Shannon Taylor
Scott Vandrick and Tony Foster
Galen and Marguerite Walker
Samuel Warner
Mrs. Susan Weir
Ms. Judy Whittaker
Ms. Francine Woods

$250+
Ms. Debbie Autrey
Ms. Barbara Bannister
Ms. Nancy Bargmann
Mr. Timothy Beans
Mr. Barry Borkin
Ms. Marlene Brown
Mrs. Jessie Butler
Ms. Sandra Carl
Rich Coles and Andee Gerace-Coles
Conklin Family Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Cross
John Cross
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Cummins
Matthew Davis, M.D. and  
	 Mark D. Dressner, M.D.

Donor Recognition
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Encore!
THE LEGACY SOCIETY OF THE LONG BEACH SYMPHONY ASSOCIATION
The Encore! Legacy Society honors those who generously make provisions 
for support through designation in their Wills, Trusts, and/or Estate to the 
Foundation for the Long Beach Symphony Endowment Fund and/or to 

the Long Beach Symphony Association Annual Fund.

	 Reva and Sy* Alban
Anonymous

Donna and Fahmy* Attallah
Mr. Robert Bellevue
Barbara Blackwell

John and Marcie Blumberg
John Burkholder and Barbara Pollack

Sue and Darrell Cannon
Maria* and Don Cochran
Erma and Malcolm Colton

Mrs. Becky M. Cool

Ms. Cindy Costello
Dr. Frances S. Grover*
George Harben*

Edwina* and Jerry Johnson
Gary Kinzer

Lizbeth McDannel Bell
Loeb Family Trust

Ruth* and Paul Martineau
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Matson

Irv and Karen Miller
Mrs. Patricia Mohler*
Agnes Mulhearn*

Dr. Alana Northrop and Mr. Charley Fiala
Virginia G. Oleen*

Lyn and John Pohlmann
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Richards, III 
Joy* and George* Rosenthal
Susan and Keith Schulberg

John Jacob Shaak
Barbara and Leon Shoag

Cathryn* and Douglas N. Smyth 
Dr. Michael A. Stugrin*

Susan and Mort* Stuhlbarg
Jerry Wulk*

Ovation
VOLUNTEERS OF LONG BEACH SYMPHONY

Long Beach Symphony proudly recognizes Ovation, a group of dedicated volunteers 
who, through a shared love of orchestral music, generously contributes time and talent 
to an extensive schedule of concerts, special events, community engagement activities, 

and education programs in support of the mission of Long Beach Symphony. 
To learn more about Ovation, visit longbeachsymphony.org/ovation

          2025-26 Ovation Council Officers
	 Chair 	 Judy D'Ambrosio
	 Chair-Elect	 Jennifer "JJ" Jank
	 Past Co-Chairs	 Bobbie Cusato and  
		  Brian Buchanan
	 Administrative Secretary	 Jennifer "JJ" Jank
	 Treasurer	 Vicki Sawtelle
	 Membership Co-Chairs	 Nicole Neesham and
		  Victoria Chenevey 
	 Vital Information Custodian	 Vicki Sawtelle  
			 

                         2025-26 Committee Chairs     
	 Parliamentarian	 Joan Greenwood
	 Education Programs	 Ethel Sanford
	 Newsletter Co-Editors	 Shelley O'Neil and Nancy Fox
	 Nominating Co-Chairs	 Bobbie Cusato and  
		  Brian Buchanan
	 Ovation Occasions	 Kris Ajello 
	 Patron Engagement	 Mary and Steve Lang
	 Personal Communications	 Kate Marsik
	 Classical Rehearsal Receptions	 Shannon Taylor
	 Pops Rehearsal Receptions	 Ethel Sanford
	 Tributes & Memorials	 Judy Way
	 Volunteer Coordinators	 Bobbie Cusato, Delfina Skalland,  
		  and Glenn Skalland	 	
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Harlan and Phyllis Miller*
Mr. and Mrs. Weckford Morgan*

Pott Family Estate
The Will J. Reid Foundation
Frani and Dan* Ridder

Arthur Rose
in memory of Grace Berne Rose

Helene Rose*
Agnes B. Salisbury*
Dr. Terry Smith*

Dr. Michael A. Stugrin*
Haydee and Pat Vitacolonna

Roberta Wakefield*
Susan and Jim Weir

 

Frances S. Grover Fund for
Contemporary Music
Josephine S. Gumbiner*

Elizabeth and John Hancock
Robert D. Hanson* Trust
Mr. James E. Herley
Marie Homes*

Dr. Hideo and Mrs. Jeanne Karatsu
John S. and James L. Knight Foundation

Ann V. Koons*
Jean and Charles Lane*
Margaret and Earl Leake*
Elmer B. Leihammer*

Margie and Jon* Masterson
Paulette and Henry Matson

Carol D. McCormac*
John and Elizabeth McWilliams*

James and Lorraine Ackerman*
Lizbeth McDannel Bell

Alvin A. Bixler*
Alberta Carlson*
Mrs. Becky M. Cool

Janet and William Davids*
Linda and Gary Davidson

The Fletcher Jones Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. L. Wayne Freeman,
in memory of Katia Popov
Mr. and Mrs. Gildner

in memory of Anthony L. Rosales, Jr.
Lewis and Dorothea Goodrich*

Mr. Richard D. Green*
Mary Ann Grossnick*
Dr. Frances S. Grover*  

Endowment Benefactors
Long Beach Symphony recognizes the generous donors who have made gifts in  

perpetuity to the Long Beach Symphony Endowment Fund to ensure the  
long-term health of the Long Beach Symphony.

Donor Recognition

Foundation for the
Long Beach Symphony

The Foundation for the Long Beach Symphony is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3)  
organization which oversees the management of the Long Beach Symphony 

Endowment Fund. Gifts to the Endowment Fund remain invested in perpetuity, and  
the income provides crucial annual support to the Symphony. For more information, 

please call John Cross at (562) 436-3203, ext. 222.John Cross at (562) 436-3203, ext. 222.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
	 Roger Goulette, President 
 	 Anna Salusky, Treasurer
	 J.C. Richards, Secretary
	 Cindy Costello, LBSA Chairman
	 Brian Buchanan
	 Becky Cool

*Deceased

EMERITUS MEMBERS 
John Hancock          Jon Masterson*

John Di Carlo
David Hancock 
Paulette Matson
Randy Mizer
Susan Wise



20Subscriptions and Tickets available at LongBeachSymphony.org

10/18/25 The Music  
of Journey 
11/15/25 Iconic Voices  
of Change: Michael,  
Whitney, Prince & MORE!
      2/14/26 Endless Love: 
     A Valentine's Concert!
3/21/26 Sounds of  
Laurel Canyon: 60s & 70s  
Rock Legends
5/9/26 Earth, Wind & Fire 
Dance Party

9/27/25  
Passion & Tragedy
Chopin Piano Concerto No.2
Tchaikovsky Romeo & Juliet
Bernstein Westside Story

11/1/25  
Beethoven & Beyond
Silver-Garburg Piano Duo
Martinů Concerto for Two Pianos
Bernstein Symphony No. 6 "Pastoral"

1/31/26  
Tchaikovsky & Strauss
Tchaikovsky Violin Concerto in D
Strauss Don Quixote

2/28/26  
Pepe Romero Returns
Joaquin Rodrigo Concierto de Aranjuez
Handel Water Music Suites 1 & 2

6/6/26 Magnificent 
Mozart & Mahler
Mozart Eline kleine Nachtmusik (A Little Night Music)
Mahler Symphony No. 5

Choose the Subscription  
That's Right for You.

https://longbeachsymphony.org/calendar/
https://longbeachsymphony.org/concerts-events/faithfully-journey/
https://longbeachsymphony.org/concerts-events/faithfully-journey/
https://longbeachsymphony.org/concerts-events/iconic-voices-of-change/
https://longbeachsymphony.org/concerts-events/iconic-voices-of-change/
https://longbeachsymphony.org/concerts-events/iconic-voices-of-change/
https://longbeachsymphony.org/
concerts-events/endless-love/
https://longbeachsymphony.org/
concerts-events/endless-love/
https://longbeachsymphony.org/concerts-events/sounds-of-laurel-canyon/
https://longbeachsymphony.org/concerts-events/sounds-of-laurel-canyon/
https://longbeachsymphony.org/concerts-events/sounds-of-laurel-canyon/
https://longbeachsymphony.org/concerts-events/earth-wind-fire-dance-party/
https://longbeachsymphony.org/concerts-events/earth-wind-fire-dance-party/
https://longbeachsymphony.org/concerts-events/passion-and-tragedy/
https://longbeachsymphony.org/concerts-events/beethoven-beyond/
https://longbeachsymphony.org/concerts-events/tchaikovsky-strauss/
https://longbeachsymphony.org/concerts-events/pepe-romero-returns/
https://longbeachsymphony.org/concerts-events/mozart-mahler/
https://longbeachsymphony.org/concerts-events/mozart-mahler/
http://www.longbeachsymphony.org/subscription-options/
http://www.longbeachsymphony.org/subscription-options/
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