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(1997–2004) and of the American Russian Young 
Artists Orchestra (1999–2004). Other former 
posts include Music Director of the Norwalk 
(CT) Youth Symphony and Principal Conductor 
of the New Amsterdam Symphony (NY). He 
was associated with the Bard Music Festival 
from 1997 to 2004 as both Assistant and Guest 
Conductor. In Europe, Maestro Preu served as 
Music Director of the Orchestre International de 
Paris (1993–1995).
As a guest conductor, he has appeared with 
the Jerusalem Symphony (Israel), Symphony 
Orchestra of Chile, Auckland Philharmonia (New 
Zealand), Radio Philharmonic of Slovenia, Pecs 
Philharmonic (Hungary), Philharmonic Orchestra 
in Jalisco (Mexico), and in Germany with the Jena 
Philharmonic Orchestra and the Philharmonic 
Orchestra in Baden-Baden. Guest conducting 
engagements include the Memphis Symphony 
Orchestra, the Delaware Symphony, the Duluth 
Superior Symphony, the Fairfax Symphony 
Orchestra, and the Wichita Symphony. Recent 
international appearances include the National 
Symphony Orchestra of Columbia, National 
Philharmonic of Armenia, and Orquesta Sinfónica 
Sinaloa de las Artes in Mexico.

Career highlights include performances at 
Carnegie Hall, the Sorbonne in Paris, a live 
broadcast with the Jerusalem Symphony, 
commercial recordings with the Portland 
Symphony, Spokane Symphony, and New Zealand 
Philharmonia. His concerts have been aired from 
coast to coast and on Jerusalem Radio.

Music Director
Eckart Preu 

Eckart Preu (Eck-art Proy) began his tenure as 
Music Director of Long Beach Symphony in 2017. 
Critics, the orchestra, and audiences alike have 
celebrated his ability to combine well-loved 
masterworks with rare or newer works in 
programs offering dimension, sophistication, 
and spirit.
Preu also currently serves as Music Director 
of the Cincinnati Chamber Orchestra (OH) and 
Portland Symphony Orchestra (ME). Previously, 
he held the positions of Music Director of the 
Spokane Symphony (2004–2019) and Stamford 
Symphony (2005–2017), Associate Conductor of 
the Richmond Symphony (2001– 2004), Resident 
Conductor of the American Symphony Orchestra 

Visit "The 3rd Space," your new place for 
 connection, conversation, and community. 

At Long Beach Symphony, we believe a concert should be more than a 
performance—it's an experience filled with discovery, warmth, and shared 
moments. That’s why we’ve created "The 3rd Space": A gathering spot to 
meet new people.
Whether you are arriving solo or with friends, look for "The 3rd Space" sign 
in the lobby before the concert or at intermission and make it one of the 
highlights of your evening! 
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Eckart Preu, conductor
Pepe Romero, guitar 

Tonight's concert is generously sponsored by

Cindy Costello  |  The Masterson Family

	 Gabriela Lena Frank	 Elegía Andina for Orchestra
	 (1972-Present)	 (~11 Minutes)

	 Joaquín Rodrigo	 Concierto de Aranjuez
	 (1901-1999)	 (~21 Minutes)

       * * * * * * * 20 min. Intermission * * * * * * *

	 Handel	 Water Music: Suites 1 & 2
	 (1685-1726)	  (~47 Minutes)

 

Saturday, February 28, 2026  |  7:30pm

Terrace Theater

Please take a moment  
to silence your cell phone.

Please refrain from  
photography while musicians 
are performing. Recordings  

are not allowed.
By attending this concert,
you may be included in

event photography. 
Program and artists are  

subject to change.
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flamenco of his native Andalusia. He has appeared 
as featured soloist with the world’s greatest 
orchestras and ensembles, in collaboration with 
the most celebrated conductors and composers. 
Since his first recording, Flamenco Fenómeno,  
released when he was only fifteen, Pepe has 
made more than sixty recordings, including over 
forty concertos with the Academy of St. Martin-
in-the-Fields, conducted by Sir Neville Marriner 
and Iona Brown. In November 2012 Pepe Romero 
received a Latin Grammy Nomination for “Best 
Classical Album” for his recording of Concierto 
festivo by Ernesto Cordero.
In 2004, Pepe Romero was named Distinguished 
Artist in Residence at the University of Southern 
California’s Thornton School of Music. Among 
other honors, Pepe has been knighted into the 
Order of “Isabel la Católica”; awarded honorary 
doctorates in music from the San Francisco 
Conservatory of Music and the University of 
Victoria; and the “Premio Andalucia de Música,” 
the highest recognition given by his native 
land for contribution to the arts and in 2018 
he received the Medalla de Honor from the 
Real Academia de Bellas Artes de Granada for 
his lifelong achievement in performance and 
pedagogy. Pepe is featured in the award-win-
ning film documentary Shadows and Light: 
Joaquín Rodrigo at 90; the Romeros have been 
the subject of biographical documentaries 
on PBS television and the German television 
channel NDR. In 2007, the Romeros received 
the President's Merit Award from the Recording 
Academy, producers of the Grammy Awards, for 
their significant contributions to the music world 
and professional career achievements. In 2022 
Pepe Romero received the great honor from his 
native city of Málaga by having a yearly guitar 
festival named for him.

One of the most celebrated and versatile 
musicians of his generation on any instrument, 
the Spanish-born guitarist Pepe Romero has 
enjoyed a varied and illustrious career.
Together with his father, the legendary Celedonio 
Romero, and his brothers Celin and Angel, Pepe 
established the Romeros Quartet—the “Royal 
Family of the Guitar”—as the leading guitar 
ensemble in the world. Known for classical 
performances of dazzling virtuosity, compelling 
interpretations, and flawless technique, Pepe 
is also a passionate advocate of the traditional 

Featured Artist

Pepe Romero
guitar 

Classical series
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"And all that Jazz."
Details: 

Save the Date!
Crescendo 2026

Don't miss the great dinner party and exceptional 
auction on 

Saturday, May 3rd, at the Long Beach Westin
More details to follow...

mailto:MHilmar@longbeachsymphony.org
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Gabriela Lena Frank – Elegía Andina for Orchestra
Composer Gabriela Lena Frank is a musical phenomenon of epic proportion, possibly the most 
multi-hyphenated contemporary artist at work in classical music today. She is a pianist-compos-
er-musical anthropologist and a creative mentor to the emerging composers whom she hosts at her 
Boonville farm – where she is also a farmer-beekeeper-environmentalist – to attend a residency at the 
eponymous music academy she founded in 2017 to encourage young talent. She is of Peruvian-Chi-
nese-Spanish-Lithuanian-Jewish ethnic heritage, and actively explores these cultural connections 
in her composing. Hearing-impaired since birth, she lives with Graves disease, an auto-immune 
condition. Frank is the winner of innumerable prestigious awards-honors-kudos, including a 
Guggenheim fellowship, the 25th Anniversary Heinz Award, and a Latin Grammy. The Washington Post 
included her in their recent list of the 35 most significant women composers in history. 

Frank’s interest in incorporating her multi-cultural heritage in her composing arose during trips 
she took as a young woman with her mother to visit Peru, reconnecting with extended family and 
searching out indigenous musical traditions: 

“I realized that I had found my mission,” Frank explained. “I wanted to, in a very general way, be 
as mestiza in my music as I was in my person: I’m multiracial, I’m multicultural, and I think that 
that’s something deeply American. I love my country, and I’m surrounded by daughters and sons of 
immigrants that contribute and work hard — that was uppermost in my mind then, and in the course 
of recent events in our country, it’s uppermost in my mind now. It’s something that has become more 
urgent in my work as a musician, not less so.”

Elegía Andina, written in 2000 while Frank was completing her doctorate degree, is the composer’s 
very first orchestral work. Dedicated to her older brother, the neurobiologist Marcos Gabriel Frank, 

Program Notes by Susan Swinburne Classical series

Tonight's Classical Concert Prelude Ensemble
The UCLA Guitar Ensemble includes undergraduate, graduate and doctoral students, alumni, and guests. 
It is conducted by Dr. Mircea Gogoncea, newly-appointed guitar lecturer at the UCLA Herb Alpert School of 
Music. Solo performers are all major students. For further information, contact gogoncea@g.ucla.edu.
A commissioned work by Dr. Ashley Lucero and performed by the guitar ensemble is premiering for 
you tonight. Finalized in September 2025, Tengo La Paz was written "in celebration of, and dedicated to 
Maestro Pepe Romero." Both composer and conductor studied under Pepe Romero at the USC Thornton 
School of Music and attribute their presence in Southern California in part to his mentorship and guidance. 
 

https://www.glfcam.com/people/gabriela
https://listeningproject.blog/2024/01/22/frank-elegia-andina-2000/
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Program Notes by Susan Swinburne

it takes inspiration from her deep connection to her Peruvian heritage. Of her connection to the 
family’s South American roots, she says:

“Elegía Andina (Andean Elegy) is one of my first written-down compositions to explore what it means 
to be of several ethnic persuasions, of several minds. It uses stylistic elements of Peruvian arca/ira 
zampoña panpipes (double-row panpipes, each row with its own tuning) to paint an elegiac picture 
of my questions. The flute part was particularly conceived with this in mind…I can think of none 
better to dedicate this work to than to “Babo,” my big brother — for whom Perú still waits.” 

Joaquin Rodrigo – Concierto de Aranjuez
Imagine composing music in Braille. This is the painstaking process by which Joaquin Rodrigo 
produced every composition he wrote in his very long life (1901-1999). Born the youngest of 10 
children to a well-heeled Spanish family, Rodrigo contracted diphtheria at the age of 3, which 
destroyed his eyes. At age 4, his parents enrolled him in a school for the blind in Valencia where he 
showed a talent for music, swiftly excelled in solfège, and became an accomplished pianist. Later 
studies at the Valencia Conservatory added composition to his musical talents. As a young man 
he moved to Paris and joined a brilliant expat cadre of Spanish artists that included Manuel Ponce 
and Manuel de Falla (who became a champion of the younger musician). There, he also met Turkish 
pianist Victoria Kamhi, who in 1933 became his wife and devoted partner in life and music.  

So, how did a blind pianist – not a guitarist – come to compose the magnificent work that today 
is universally acknowledged as the quintessential concerto for classical guitar and orchestra? 
According to the composer himself, it happened as a result of a well-lubricated dinner party: 

In September of 1938, I was in San Sebastián on my return to France…It was during a dinner 

https://www.wxxiclassical.org/classical-music/2019-01-16/composer-joaquin-rodrigo-wrote-his-music-in-braille-but-what-is-braille-music
https://blogs.loc.gov/nls-music-notes/2021/02/triumph-over-tragedy-the-love-story-of-victoria-and-joaqun-rodrigo/
https://www.joaquin-rodrigo.com/index.php/en/concierto-de-aranjuez
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organized by the Marqués de Bolarque with [guitar virtuoso] Regino Sáinz de la Maza and myself. 
We ate well and the wine was not bad at all; it was the right moment for audacious fantasizing… All 
of a sudden, Regino, in that tone between unpredictable and determined which was so character-
istic of him, said: -Listen, you have to come back with a ‘Concerto for guitar and orchestra’ – and to 
go straight to my heart, he added in a pathetic voice: – It’s the dream of my life – and, resorting to a 
bit of flattery, he continued: – This is your calling, as if you were ‘the chosen one.’ I quickly swallowed 
two glasses of the best Rioja and exclaimed in a most convincing tone: – All right, it’s a deal!

By the time the Rodrigos returned to Madrid in September 1939, the original Braille manuscript 
of Concierto de Aranjuez was written and ready to be transcribed into musical score notation. It 
received its premiere on November 9, 1940 with the Barcelona Philharmonic and Regino Sáinz as 
soloist. 

Aranjuez, just outside of Madrid, is famed for the palace and especially the extensive gardens that 
surround this centuries-old summer estate of the Royal House of Bourbon. As newlyweds, Victoria 
and Joaquín Rodrigo rented a small apartment nearby and frequently walked together in the vicinity. 
Rodrigo described the Concierto as capturing, “the fragrance of magnolias, the singing of birds, and 
the gushing of fountains” in the gardens of Aranjuez.

Fun fact: In 1999, on the occasions of Joaquin Rodrigo’s death at age 97, only one piece of Spanish 
music outranked Concierto de Aranjuez in paid music royalties: The Macarena, by the Spanish 
flamenco-pop duo Los del Rio. 
 

Handel – Water Music Suites 1 & 2
“At about eight in the evening, the King retired to his barge. Next to the King’s barge was that of 
the musicians, about 50 in number, who played on all kinds of instruments, to wit trumpets, horns, 
hautboys (oboes), bassoon, German flutes (transverse flutes), French flutes (recorders), violins, and 
basses; but there were no singers. The music had been composed specially by the famous Handel, a 
native of Halle, and His Majesty’s principal court composer… the number of barges and above all of 
boats filled with people wanting to listen was beyond counting.” 

So wrote Friedrich Bonet, a Prussian diplomat in London, to his Berlin colleagues in a report 
detailing the extravagant and wildly popular summer river barge party for which George Friderich 
Handel composed his delightful Water Music. Written at the behest of England’s King George I, the 
work famously was performed by an orchestra floating through London on a barge on the river 
Thames. The date was July 17, 1717. In his own royal barge, the king and his lords, ladies, and retainers, 
along with hundreds if not thousands of Londoners in their own boats, all rode with the tide from 
Whitehall to Chelsea. The king’s group stopped for supper ashore, then made their watery way 
back to Whitehall. The summer excursion began at 8:00 p.m. and concluded at 4:30 a.m. the next 
morning. His majesty so enjoyed his countryman’s gorgeous new work, as reported by Herr Bonet, 
he required it to be performed in full, three times.  

Program Notes by Susan Swinburne Classical series

https://www.joaquin-rodrigo.com/index.php/en/manuscript-and-process-of-composition
https://web.stanford.edu/~ichriss/HRD/1717.htm
https://www2.pictorem.com/uploads/gallerysmall/gallerysmall_29601.jpg
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Handel, then aged 32, was already a popular and successful composer in London, his adopted 
home since 1712. Born in 1685 (incidentally, the same year as both J.S. Bach and Domenico Scarlatti), 
and raised outside of Leipzig, Germany, Handel was a musically precocious child; but his practical-
ly-minded father discouraged his interest in music as unpromising for career purposes. Fortunately, 
his mother disagreed, clandestinely helping him study piano and later composition. His elderly 
father died when he was 11, removing that impediment. His studies, experience, and reputation grew 
in Germany and a European musical career flourished at home as well as in Italy. In 1710, he was 
appointed Kapellmeister by the elector (aka prince) of Hanover, known then as Georg Ludwig but 
in 1714 – through truly byzantine hereditary and political machinations – to become George Louis: 
King George I of England. 

It has been widely speculated that the Water Music was commissioned by the king, at least in part, 
as a P.R. stunt. George I holds the dubious distinction of being arguably England’s most unpopular 
monarch. The people of England can hardly be blamed for resenting that a distant descendant, 
German and three generations removed from queen Elizabeth I’s successor James Stuart (reign 
1603-1625), ascended to their throne primarily because he was the next protestant in line, leaping 
over 48 others who were Catholic. Handel, however, was tremendously popular and everybody 
loves a party, so the King charged Handel with composing this masterpiece of entertainment to 
accompany his splendiferous spectacle of a river party. From the river barge, the music was free 
for all – anyone on the riverbanks as well as anyone with a boat on the water – to hear and enjoy. 

Fun fact: Water Music is the first orchestral work in England to include brass instruments as full-
fledged members of the orchestra, no longer relegated only to “conjuring images of the hunt” 
(Martin Pearlman, Boston Baroque). 

Susan Swinburne has been a lover and student of music since demanding piano lessons at age six. Her work in 
orchestra management has enriched her life personally and professionally for the past three decades. A habitué of 
concert halls throughout southern California, she lives, listens, writes, and researches in the South Bay.

Program Notes by Susan Swinburne

http://www.gwleibniz.com/georg_ludwig/georg_ludwig.html
http://www.jacobite.ca/essays/1714succession.htm
https://baroque.boston/handel-water-music
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Martin Herman, conductor
Sarah Darling, Rick Brantley, and Jesse Nager, vocals

Saturday, March 21, 2026  |  7:30pm

Long Beach Arena

Please take a moment  
to silence your cell phone.
Please refrain from flash  

photography while musicians 
are performing. Recordings  

are not allowed.
By attending this concert,
you may be included in

event photography. 
Program and artists are  

subject to change.

Pops Series Sponsor

Tonight's concert is generously sponsored  
        by                              
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Known for his clarity, attention to detail, 
advocacy of new music by living composers, 
interpretations of the classics as well as 
comfort with crossover symphonic concerts 
and popular music, Martin is a versatile 
and wide-ranging conductor who has 
appeared as guest conductor with symphony 
orchestras in North America, Europe, and 
Australia. Recent engagements include the 
Buffalo Philharmonic, the Utah Symphony as 
part of their Deer Valley Music Festival, the 
Tucson Symphony Cirque de la Symphony 
“Holiday Magic” concerts, and the Fort Worth 
Symphony Orchestra Botanic Garden concert 
series. He has also recently guest-conducted 
Das Sinfonie Orchester Berlin at the Berlin 
Philharmonic Chamber Music Hall.

Martin served as music director and conductor 
with Downtown Opera in Long Beach, 
conducting premieres of new operas in the U.S. 
and the Czech Republic and was conductor 
and music director at LaMaMa Theatre in 
New York City where he led performances 
of his one-act opera, The Doctor. He also 
served as assistant conductor with the San 
Francisco Contemporary Music Players 
and was conductor of the Berkeley Young 
Musicians Program Orchestra and Berkeley 
Summer Orchestra. He has toured extensively 
as conductor with Windborne Music’s 
repertory of symphonic rock concerts and 
served as orchestra conductor for the tour 
of Marie Osmond’s show, “Marie”, featuring 
Marie Osmond performing with symphony 
orchestras and her band throughout the 
United States. He was also arranger and 
conductor for Flying Music Inc., London in 
tours with orchestra and band throughout the 
United Kingdom. Martin has been arranger 
and conductor for “Classical Mystery Tour” 
Music of the Beatles in well over a hundred 
concerts with symphony orchestras nationally 
and internationally since its inception, having 
toured with them throughout the US, Europe, 
Australia and Canada.

Martin studied conducting and composition 
at Duke University, University of Pennsylvania, 
and University of California, Berkeley and 
spent two years in Paris, France on a 
Fulbright Grant and U.C. Berkeley Ladd Prix 
de Paris where he worked as a conductor and 
composer. He has received recognition for his 
work in the promotion of international cultural 
exchange from the Trust for Mutual Under-
standing, New York City.

Featured Artists Pops series

Bios continued on page 16...

Martin Herman
conductor
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10/10/26  
Faces of America at 250
Zuill Bailey, cello
Smith	 Star Spangled Banner
Copland	 Fanfare for the Common Man
Various Composers	 Visions of Humanity & Unity  
	 250th Anniversary of the  
	 Declaration of Independence
James Price Johnson	 Harlem Symphony
Gershwin	 Strike up the Band

11/14/26 Entangled in Passion 
Michelle Cann, piano
Ravel	 Bolero
Strauss	 Don Juan
Rachmaninoff	 Piano Concerto No. 2 	

2/6/27 Painting in Notes
Fabiola Méndez, cuatro
Miguel del Águila	 Conga-Line in Hell
Ernesto Cordero	 Concierto Criollo
Debussy	 La Mer
Dukas	 The Sorcerer’s Apprentice

3/6/27 Heaven & Earth
Randall Goosby, violin
Gabriela Lena Frank	 Haillí-Serenata
Brahms	 Violin Concerto
Mozart	 Symphony No. 41, “Jupiter”

6/5/27 Fantastique Finale
Augusta Holmès	 La Nuit et l’Amour
Mendelssohn	 A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Jimmy Lopez	 Fiesta!
Berlioz	 Symphonie Fantastique *Program and artists are subject to change.

All Classical concerts are conducted by Music Director Eckart Preu

Michelle Cann
piano

Randall Goosby
violin

Fabiola Méndez 
cuatro

Zuill Bailey
cello

2026-27
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10/24/26 The Ultimate 
Eagles Experience   
Kevin Babuder, conductor | 7 Bridges, band
7 Bridges delivers a stunningly accurate tribute with spot-on harmonies and timeless 
favorites like Hotel California, Take It Easy, Desperado, Lyin’ Eyes, and Tequila Sunrise.

12/19/26 Sugar & Booze with Ana Gasteyer   
Susie Seiter, conductor
Comedian, musician, and actor Ana Gasteyer (Saturday Night Live alum)  
delights fans with her cheeky holiday show featuring tunes from  
her critically acclaimed album “Sugar & Booze”.

2/20/27 Let’s Misbehave: The Songs  
of Cole Porter | Eckart Preu, conductor 
Tony DeSare, piano/vocals
Aubrey Logan, trombone/vocals 
John Manzari, tap dance/vocals
American popular songs and enduring jazz standards by the  
brilliant Cole Porter include Night & Day, Anything Goes,  
Too Darn Hot, and From This Moment On.

3/13/27 Elvis Rocks Vegas! | Herb Smith, conductor  
Frankie Moreno, vocals | Lacey Schwimmer, dance
With 18 Top Ten albums, 154 Top Ten singles, an Emmy nomination, and Las Vegas  
“Headliner of the Year” 5 times, Frankie Moreno delivers hits like Can’t Help Falling  
in Love, Suspicious Minds, Burning Love, and Blue Suede Shoes.

5/8/27 Divas Dance Party 
Robert Istad, conductor 
Tamika Lawrence, vocals
The Pops season finale celebrates the music of Adele, 
Bette Midler, Madonna, ABBA, Cher, Donna Summer,  
and more influential female artists of all time.

Ana Gasteyer
vocals

Frankie Moreno
vocals

Tony DeSare
piano/vocals

Tamika Lawrence
vocals

Season



16

Sarah Darling is an American singer-songwriter 
drawing inspiration from the allure of freedom and 
beauty. She channels the spirit of 70’s California, 
with echoes from Laurel Canyon, narrating an 
American road trip story wrapped in Nostalgia 
and sunshine. Infused with a modern aura, her 
lyrics transport us to a golden era, sung with the 
warmth of honey vocals and unfiltered honesty.

Her credits include five full-length albums, 
multiple singles, including a #1 on the UK Country 
charts, and many duets. She has over 20 million 
streams, 11 million video views, and over 90 
appearances on the Grand Ole Opry stage. She 
is one of the first SiriusXM The Highway™ Finds 
and part of the first class of CMT’s Next Women 
of Country. Performances include: CMA Music 
Fest, C2C, BBC Radio 2 Stage, FSA Music Festival, 
Nashville Meets London, British Country Music 
Festival, British Summertime Festival supporting 
Bonnie Raitt, James Taylor, Paul Simon, and Carrie 
Underwood.

Sarah’s music has been featured on many 
Apple, Amazon, Pandora, and Spotify playlists 
including: CMT’s Hot Twenty, Coffeehouse, 
New Boots, PopCo, Take it Slow, Wild Country, 
Cosmic Country, New Music Nashville, Next 
from Nashville, Fresh Folk, etc. 

Featured Artists

Sarah Darling
vocals

energy of barroom stages, music wasn’t just a 
passion — it was the language of his world.
By his late teens, Brantley was already earning 
a reputation as a magnetic performer with a 
storyteller’s soul. A move to Nashville solidified 
his footing as a sought-after songwriter, 
penning songs for a diverse roster of artists, 
including Ruston Kelly, The White Buffalo, Meat 
Loaf, and David Nail. 
Over the next decade, Brantley toured 
relentlessly, building a loyal following across 
the U.S. and Europe. He shared the stage with 
artists as varied as John Hiatt, Brandy Clark, 

Hailing from the storied musical grounds of 
Macon, Georgia, Rick Brantley was raised on a 
steady diet of Southern gospel, gritty blues, and 
classic rock ’n’ roll. From the hymns echoing in 
his father’s Southern Baptist church to the raw 

Pops series

continued on page 18...

Rick Brantley
vocals
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Featured Artists
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Featured Artists Pops series

Jesse Nager is an alum of LaGuardia 
High School of the Performing Arts and 
The University of Michigan. He starred as 
Smokey Robinson in the Broadway revival of 
Motown The Musical (NAACP Theatre Award 
Nomination) and was also featured in the 
original New York productions of Motown 
The Musical, Mamma Mia, Mary Poppins, 
Scandalous, Good Vibrations, Windows, and 
Fame! Regional highlights include Stephen 
Sondheim’s Being Alive (dir. by Billy Porter at 

PTC), A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Papermill), 
Jesus Christ Superstar (Jesus at Asolo 
Repertory Theater and The Ordway), as well as 
concerts, readings, and workshops of Children 
Of Eden, Disney’s Hercules, Rocky, Aladdin, and 
many more. He has performed with Mariah 
Carey and Shania Twain at Madison Square 
Garden, and his vocals have been heard on 
both seasons of NBC’s Smash, as well as the 
movie Hairspray, and numerous commercials 
and corporate recordings across the country.
As a producer. director, choreographer, 
arranger, and writer, Jesse is the founder 
and Artistic Director of The Broadway Boys, a 
collection of tenors from Broadway shows who 
rearrange traditional musical theater tunes 
with elements of pop/funk/rock for a dynamic, 
contemporary sound. The Broadway Boys have 
toured the world and have been featured on 
America’s Got Talent, The Today Show, and their 
first album debuted at #6 on the iTunes chart.

Zac Brown, and Kiefer Sutherland, while also 
headlining his own shows from Ontario to 
Hamburg, Los Angeles to NYC, and back again.
A true multi-hyphenate, Brantley has expanded 
his creative reach beyond songwriting 
and performance. He’s produced critically 
acclaimed records for longtime collaborators 
like Rob Baird and Justin Halpin, and directed a 
number of strikingly creative music videos. 

In 2022, Brantley released his EP “BLUE” — a 
bold sonic departure that embraced lush string 
arrangements and cinematic textures, thanks to 
producer Bryan Dawley— and entered the world 
of pops symphony collaborations, working with 
renowned conductor and composer Jeff Tyzik 
as he continues to tour nationally. 

Jesse Nager
vocals
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Long Beach Symphony Musicians

Colleen Sugata
+Carole Kleister-Castillo
Hyeree Yu
Alexander Knecht
Craig Gibson
Alexander Granger
Kira Blumberg

CELLO
Cécilia Tsan, principal
Allan Hon, assistant principal
Trevor Handy
Andrew Honea
Jonathan Flaksman 
*
* 
Youna Choi
* 
Ji Sun Jung

BASS
Geoffrey Osika, principal
Sam Miller, assistant principal
Thomas Peters
Zach Hislop
*
Sukyung Chun
Thomas Harte
*

FLUTE
Heather Clark, principal
Jennifer Olson
Diane Alancraig

PICCOLO
Diane Alancraig

OBOE
Rong-Huey Liu, principal
Joseph Stone
Lelie Resnick

ENGLISH HORN
Lelie Resnick

CLARINET
Sérgio Coelho, principal
*
*

BASS CLARINET
*

BASSOON
Anne Ranzani, principal
Leslie Lashinsky
*

CONTRABASSOON
Leslie Lashinsky

FRENCH HORN
Melia Badalian, principal
Stephanie Thomas
Teag Reaves
*

TRUMPET
Miles McAllister, principal
* associate principal
*

TROMBONE 
Alexander Iles, principal
Alvin Veeh, associate principal

BASS TROMBONE 
Phillip Keen

TUBA 
Douglas Tornquist, principal

TIMPANI 
Gary Long, principal

PERCUSSION
* principal
*
Brian Cannady, acting principal

HARP
Marcia Dickstein, principal

KEYBOARD
Alan Steinberger, principal

MUSIC DIRECTOR  
Eckart Preu, conductor

CONDUCTING FELLOW
Emmanuel Rojas

VIOLIN I
Roger Wilkie, concertmaster
Agnes Gottschewski,  
	 assistant concertmaster
Chyi-Yau Lee
Reina Inui
Valerie Geller
Chloe Chiu
Carrie Kennedy
Alwyn Wright
Sarkis Gyurgchyan
Dynell Weber
Julie Metz
Linda Stone
Mei Chang
Yaeri Choi

VIOLIN II
Chloé Tardif, principal  
	 (Karen & Wayne Freeman Chair  
	 in Memory of Katia Popov)
Carolyn Osborn,  
	 assistant principal
*
Ellen Jung
Jacqueline Suzuki
Cynthia Moussas
Sakura Tsai
Haesol Lee
*
Ann Brenton
*
Richard Clark

VIOLA
Andrew Duckles, principal
Jonah Sirota, assistant principal
*

* Audition Pending    + On Leave
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Our Mission
The Mission of Long Beach Symphony is to engage audiences of  
all ages and cultures through exceptional orchestral performances,  
community partnerships, and meaningful educational experiences.

Our Vision
Our Vision is to inspire and unite ALL people through  

the transformative power of music.

Long Beach Symphony Association

Board of Directors and Administration

MEMBERS 
Julius Battiste 
Barbara Blackwell
Steve Caloca**
Becky Cool
Judy D'Ambrosio, Ovation President
John Di Carlo
Jorge Enciso**
Adriana Erquiaga
Melissa Evans
Charlotte Ginsburg
David Hancock
Tyler Leshney
praCh Ly
Margie Masterson
Paulette Matson 
Sean Miller
Christopher Pinckney
Lyn Pohlmann**
Bobby Richards 
Judy Ross
Nanette M. Salley
Ryan Schulten
Lee Shoag
Brissa Sotelo-Vargas
Dr. Teri Tan
W. Henry Walker
Sharon L. Weissman
Karen Widerynski
Susan E. A. Wise
Evelyn Zohlen**

ORCHESTRA LIAISONS
Heather Clark, Flute
Andrew Duckles, Viola
Alex Iles, Trombone
Joe Stone, Oboe  
(Finance Committee)

EMERITUS MEMBERS
Mr. Ronald A. Belkin*
Dr. Darrell Cannon
Mrs. Sue Cannon
Ms. Diane C. Creel
Mrs. Bobbie Cusato
Mr. Daniel S. Dunlap
Mr. John W. Hancock, III
Mrs. Laura C. Killingsworth*
Mr. Steven Lang
Mr. Irv Miller
Mr. Randy Mizer
Mr. George M. Murchison
Dr. Michael A. Stugrin*
Mr. Morton Stuhlbarg*
Mr. Robert J. Trunek
Mrs. Sheila Watson*
Mrs. Susan Weir
Ms. Mary Newkirk

ADMINISTRATION
Kelly Ruggirello, President
Samuel Balimbin, VP of Finance
Gabby Dee, Finance Associate
John Cross, VP of Development
Joe Alfano, Corporate  
Development Officer
Mark Hilmar, Development Manager
Liya Klingenberg, Development and 
Front of House Coordinator
Susan Swinburne, Planned Giving 
Advisor
Issy Farris, VP of Operations  
& Education
Matthew Peskanov,  
Operations & Education Manager
Sal Schmidt, Operations Intern
Sue Moylan, Marketing Consultant
David De Santiago,  
Digital Marketing Specialist
Florita Davis, Director of  
Sales & Box Office
Jean Oelrich, Group Sales Consultant
Petrina Walker, Administrative Assistant
Brent Anderson, Orchestra Librarian
Carrie Holzman-Little,  
Orchestra Personnel Manager
Jessica Rivera, Stage Manager
Jo Jo Reyes, Assistant Stage Manager

OFFICERS
Cindy Costello, Chairman**  |  Roger Goulette, Treasurer**  |  John Blumberg, Secretary**

**Executive Committee   *Deceased



Donor Recognition

We gratefully acknowledge the following institutions whose extraordinary annual gifts make our 
concerts, educational programs, and community engagement thrive. For more information on giving  
to the Long Beach Symphony, please contact John Cross at 562-436-3203, ext. 222.

  Founder's Circle $100,000+

List current as of 2/13/26

Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. Doyle		
Hennings-Fischer Foundation		
Mary M. Hester		
Kelly Janousek		
The Leshney Family		
Los Angeles County Department of Arts and Culture
The Earl B. and Loraine H. Miller Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Mizer	
The New L Family Fund		
Dottie and Ken* Reiner		
The Shadden Group at Morgan Stanley	
Leon and Barbara Shoag		
Timothy McAuliffe and Hilary Siebens	
Mrs. Susan Stuhlbarg		
The Westin Long Beach		
Windes - Elissa and John Di Carlo		
Evelyn Zohlen and Mark Prendergast
		
Conductor’s Circle
CONDUCTOR'S $7,500+		
Bruce Alton and Rick Alsagoff		
Frances Grover* Fund		
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Hancock		
Mr. and Mrs. Sandy Mayuga			 
J.C. and Bobby Richards		
Mr. and Mrs. David Ross		
Mr. Ryan Schulten		
South Bay Lexus		
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stratton		
Karen and Rich Widerynski		
Susan and Erich Wise	
	

Chairman’s Circle
CHAIRMAN'S $50,000+	
Mrs. Becky M. Cool		
Ms. Cindy Costello		
Dougherty/Patriot Insurance Services 		
Dr. Allen and Charlotte Ginsburg		
Gordon and Ruth Dougherty Foundation		
Roger J. Goulette and Suzanne Lefebvre		
Port of Long Beach		
Ralph M. Parsons Foundation
		
CHAIRMAN'S $25,000+	 	
Ms. Barbara B. Blackwell and Ms. Jean Bixby Smith	
John and Marcie Blumberg		
Mrs. Jane Claus		
Colburn Foundation		
Evalyn M. Bauer Foundation		
Gunn Jerkens Marketing Communications - Linda Gunn	
John W. Hancock Family Foundation		
Robert D. Hanson* Trust		
George Harben* Estate		
The Masterson Family		
Paulette and Henry Matson
Lyn and John Pohlmann		
Mr. Dennis Poulsen		
Ms. Nan Salley and Mr. Mark Gudaitis	
Valero Energy Corporation - Ms. Brissa Sotelo-Vargas
Wavell Family Trust		
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Zucchero
	
CHAIRMAN'S $10,000+		
Boos & Associates CPA		
Mr. Brian Buchanan		
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Donor Recognition

CONDUCTOR'S $3,500+	
Dr. and Mrs. Marvin Appel	
Mr. Robert Bellevue and   
	 Ms. Margaret Smith	
Bess Hodges Foundation	
Mr. Steve Caloca		
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Clark	
Mrs. Karen Clements		
Bill and Patty* Crawford	
Mr. Don Desfor		
Mrs. Gloria Deukmejian		
Charles and Margaret Durnin	
Josephine S. Gumbiner Foundation	
Kevin and Ana Maria McGuan	
Hausknost Family Trust		
Hydroform USA - Mr. Chester Jablonski*
Mrs. Rita Kimble		
Long Beach Rotary  
	 Charitable Foundation	
Luther and Ginger Nussbaum	
George and Anita Padgett	
Salusky Law Group Corporation	
Ethel T. Sanford		
Schulzman-Neri Foundation	
Dr. Teri Tan		
Dr. and Mrs. James H. Wells
		

CONDUCTOR'S $2,000+	
Jack and Binnie Berro		
Phil and Charlene Bosl		
Dr. and Mrs. Oliver Brooks	
Mr. John A. Burkholder  
	 and Ms. Bobbi Pollack	
Tom and Linda Croslin		
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Crumrine	
Mr. Glen Ronald Ducat		
The Fencl Family		
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Ferrari	
Mrs. Debbie Fults		
Gallagher Chiropractic-  
	 Dr. Thomas Gallagher	
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Galowich	
Leslie Gildea and Aaron Halva	
Ms. Ellen Goldenberg
Ms. Nancy G. Henry		
Neale and Dane Hickerson	
Avalon and Russ Hill		

Mr. and Mrs. Al Rudis	
Mr. and Mrs. Garry Schoonover
Carol Senske  
	 In Memory of Bob Senske
Ms. Mary Beth Serafano  
	 and Mr. Arthur Jean Jr.
Dr. Jewell E. Stindt	
Mr. Kevin J. Sutlick	
Sweet Pea’s Flower Shop
Wacker Family Charitable Fund
Lynn O’Hearn Wagner  
	 and Frank Wagner	
David York and Richard Metzler

MUSICIAN'S $500+
Councilwoman Cindy Allen, 	
	 District 2	
Mr. John D. S. Allen	
Debra L. Anderson  
	 and Gayle Cardon	
Mr. and Mrs. John Blackmore
Don and Judy Bogart	
Ms. Shirlee Bouch	
Ms. Marlene Brown	
Ms. Victoria Chenevey	
Ms. Heather Clark	
Tim and Josefa Curtin	
Mrs. Judy D’Ambrosio	
Diane Donaldson	
Mr. Ed Ellingwood	
Farwest Insulation Contracting
Mr. Walt Fidler	
Nancy J. Fox	
Nicholas Giampietro  
	 and Jose Elizalde	
Ms. Antigone Goetz	
Mr. Ron Hoppel  
	 and Mrs. Marilyn Ruppart
Mike and Miki Ishikawa 
Ms. Jennifer “JJ” Jank	
Mr. and Mrs. George Jones
Kenneth and Carina Lister
Dr. Tom Maricich	
Mr. Cliff Miller	
Mary Ellen Mitchell  
	 and Javier Gonzalez
Law Offices of Charles D. Naylor

Bob and Valerie Hoffman	
Mrs. Edwina Johnson*		
Anne and Bob Johnson		
Dr. Hideo and Jeanne Karatsu	
Keesal, Young & Logan		
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Lent	
Bonnie Lowenthal and Evan Braude
Nikki and Lisa McCourt		
Mitsubishi Cement		
Leslie and Charlotte Moore Foundation
Sue and Bill Moylan		
New York Life		
David and Suzanne Nosworthy	
Ms. Linda Riley		
Warren and Vonnie Schulten	
Mr. John Jacob Shaak,  
	 Professor Emeritus		
Patricia and John Shadden	
Mrs. Doris Soriano  
	 In memory of Ernest Soriano	
Southland Credit Union		
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Stephenson	
Chris Taber and Linda Strome
Miep van Tyen
The Wine Country		
Wine and More		
Michael and Sheila* Watson	
Ms. Deborah Williams
Ms. Juliet Wurr	
	

Musician’s Circle
MUSICIAN'S $1,000+	
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Brascia	
Terry and David Braunstein	
Ms. Ruth Cooperman		
Bobbie Cusato		
Mr. and Mrs. Richard* W. Darling	
Mr. and Mrs. Gary DeLong	
Mr. David Fults		
Ms. Margaret Gates		
Ms. Juneal Lamb-Liddi		
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Lingle		
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Love		
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Monaghan	
Mr. George Neuner		
P2S LP		
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Mr. and Mrs. Craig Cross	
John Cross		
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Cummins	
Nancy Cusato		
Mrs. Vali DeVries		
Melanie Dietz		
Mr. and Mrs. David J. Duckman	
Ms. Issy Farris		
Mr. Kirt Finley		
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ford	
Mrs. Jean Fullerton		
Mr. Leonard Ganz		
Mr. Paul Garman		
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Geller	
Steve and Gwen Gibson	
Joanne and Neil Irish		
Mr. Karl F. Ketterer, CPA		
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Knight	
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Lang	
Ms. Alyce LaViolette		
Mr. Jared Lee		
Mr. Craig Livingston		
Ms. Lynda Sue Marks		
Julie and Michael Meenan	
Mr. and Mrs. Irv A. Miller	
Mr. Celso Morrison  
	 and Ms. Julie Chrzanowski		
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Neesham	

Mr. Thomas Nelms		          
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Nicas	
Mr. Warren Nichols		
Monica Ojeda		
Lillian Chu and Johnny O’Kane	
Mr. Jeff Parsell		
Dr. Sonia Pawluczyk		
Ms. Angela Albright and Mr. Ken Reiff
Mr. Edwin Robinson		
Mrs. Shirley Ross		
William and Victoria Sawtelle	
Ms. Linda Silver		
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Simon	
Ms. Heartest Stills		
Michael Tate*		
Mr. Patrick Truninger		
Ms. Sandy VandenBerge	
Scott Vandrick and Tony Foster	
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Vangeloff	
Mr. Eric Von Baumbach		
Samuel Warner		
Ms. Sharon Weissman		
Mr. and Mrs. David West	
Jack and Diane Wiegand	
Ms. Julie Willbanks		
Jean Woodrow		
Ms. Cynthia Zuzga
                                                            *Deceased

		

Mr. Feliciano Olague	
Raising Cane’s 	
Mr. Jim Ripp	
Mr. Carlos Robles	
Mr. Timothy J. Rosbottom
Kelly Ruggirello	
Ms. Sarah Tong-Sangmeister  
	 and John Sangmeister	
Mr. and Mrs. Rayne Sherman	
Mary K. Suttie and Mr. David C. Robertson
Ms. Shannon Taylor		
Galen and Marguerite Walker	
Mrs. Susan Weir		
Mr. and Mrs. John Weiss	
Ms. Judy Whittaker		
Ms. Francine Woods		
		
MUSICIAN'S $250+	
Mr. Julio Araujo		
Ms. Debbie Autrey		
Ms. Barbara Bannister		
Ms. Nancy Bargmann		
Mr. Barry Borkin		
Ms. Hortensia Breton		
Mr. and Mrs. Don Carkeek	
Ms. Sandra Carl		
Rich Coles* and Andee Gerace-Coles
Conklin Family Trust		

Donor Recognition
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Donor Recognition

Encore
THE LEGACY SOCIETY OF THE LONG BEACH SYMPHONY

The Encore Legacy Society honors those who generously make provisions for support 
through designation in their Wills, Trusts, and/or Estate to the Foundation for the Long Beach  
Symphony Endowment Fund and/or to the Long Beach Symphony Association Annual Fund.  

For inquiries, contact Susan Swinburne at Susan@LongBeachSymphony.org.

	 Reva and Sy* Alban
Anonymous

Donna and Fahmy* Attallah
Mr. Robert Bellevue
Barbara Blackwell

John and Marcie Blumberg
Mr. John Burkholder and  
Ms. Barbara Pollack

Sue and Darrell Cannon
Maria* and Don Cochran
Erma and Malcolm Colton

Mrs. Becky M. Cool

Ms. Cindy Costello
Dr. Frances S. Grover*
George Harben*

Edwina* and Jerry Johnson
Gary Kinzer*

Lizbeth McDannel Bell
Loeb Family Trust

Ruth* and Paul Martineau
Paulette and Henry Matson

Irv and Karen Miller
Mrs. Patricia Mohler*
Agnes Mulhearn*

Dr. Alana Northrop and Mr. Charley Fiala
Virginia G. Oleen*

Lyn and John Pohlmann
J.C. and Bobby Richards 

Joy* and George* Rosenthal
Susan and Keith Schulberg

Mr. John Jacob Shaak, Professor Emeritus
Barbara and Leon Shoag

Cathryn* and Douglas N. Smyth 
Dr. Michael A. Stugrin*

Susan and Mort* Stuhlbarg
Jerry Wulk*

Ovation
VOLUNTEERS OF LONG BEACH SYMPHONY

Long Beach Symphony proudly recognizes Ovation, a group of dedicated volunteers 
who, through a shared love of orchestral music, generously contributes time and talent 
to an extensive schedule of concerts, special events, community engagement activities, 

and education programs in support of the mission of Long Beach Symphony. 
To learn more about Ovation, visit longbeachsymphony.org/ovation

          2025-26 Ovation Council Officers
	 Chair 	 Judy D'Ambrosio
	 Chair-Elect	 Jennifer "JJ" Jank
	 Past Co-Chairs	 Bobbie Cusato and  
		  Brian Buchanan
	 Administrative Secretary	 Jennifer "JJ" Jank
	 Treasurer	 Vicki Sawtelle
	 Membership Co-Chairs	 Nicole Neesham and
		  Victoria Chenevey 
	 Vital Information Custodian	 Vicki Sawtelle  
			 

                         2025-26 Committee Chairs     
	 Parliamentarian	 Joan Greenwood
	 Education Programs	 Ethel Sanford
	 Newsletter Co-Editors	 Shelley O'Neil and Nancy Fox
	 Nominating Co-Chairs	 Bobbie Cusato and  
		  Brian Buchanan
	 Ovation Occasions	 Kris Ajello 
	 Patron Engagement	 Mary and Steve Lang
	 Personal Communications	 Kate Marsik
	 Classical Rehearsal Receptions	 Shannon Taylor
	 Pops Rehearsal Receptions	 Ethel Sanford
	 Tributes & Memorials	 Judy Way
	 Volunteer Coordinators	 Bobbie Cusato, Delfina Skalland,  
		  and Glenn Skalland	 	
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Harlan and Phyllis Miller*
Mr. and Mrs. Weckford Morgan*

Pott Family Estate
The Will J. Reid Foundation
Frani and Dan* Ridder

Arthur Rose
in memory of Grace Berne Rose

Helene Rose*
Agnes B. Salisbury*
Dr. Terry Smith*

Dr. Michael A. Stugrin*
Haydee and Pat* Vitacolonna

Roberta Wakefield*
Susan and Jim Weir

 

Frances S. Grover Fund for
Contemporary Music
Josephine S. Gumbiner*

Elizabeth and John Hancock
Robert D. Hanson* Trust
Mr. James E. Herley*
Marie Homes*

Dr. Hideo and Mrs. Jeanne Karatsu
John S. and James L. Knight Foundation

Ann V. Koons*
Jean and Charles Lane*
Margaret and Earl Leake*
Elmer B. Leihammer*

Margie and Jon* Masterson
Paulette and Henry Matson

Carol D. McCormac*
John and Elizabeth McWilliams*

James and Lorraine Ackerman*
Lizbeth McDannel Bell

Alvin A. Bixler*
Alberta Carlson*
Mrs. Becky M. Cool

Janet and William Davids*
Linda and Gary Davidson

The Fletcher Jones Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. L. Wayne Freeman,
in memory of Katia Popov
Mr. and Mrs. Gildner

in memory of Anthony L. Rosales, Jr.
Lewis and Dorothea Goodrich*

Mr. Richard D. Green*
Mary Ann Grossnick*
Dr. Frances S. Grover*  

Endowment Benefactors
Long Beach Symphony recognizes the generous donors who have made gifts in  

perpetuity to the Long Beach Symphony Endowment Fund to ensure the  
long-term health of the Long Beach Symphony.

Donor Recognition

Foundation for the
Long Beach Symphony

The Foundation for the Long Beach Symphony is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3)  
organization which oversees the management of the Long Beach Symphony 

Endowment Fund. Gifts to the Endowment Fund remain invested in perpetuity, and  
the income provides crucial annual support to the Symphony. For more information, 

please call John Cross at (562) 436-3203, ext. 222.John Cross at (562) 436-3203, ext. 222.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
	 Roger Goulette, President 
 	 Brian Buchanan, Vice President 
	 Anna Salusky, Treasurer
	 J.C. Richards, Secretary
	 Cindy Costello, LBSA Chairman
	 Becky Cool

*Deceased

EMERITUS MEMBERS 
John Hancock          Jon Masterson*

John Di Carlo
David Hancock 

Michael Hausknost 
Paulette Matson
Randy Mizer
Susan Wise





Subscriptions and Tickets available at LongBeachSymphony.org

3/21/26 Sounds of  
Laurel Canyon: 60s &  
70s Rock Legends
5/9/26 Earth, Wind &  
Fire Dance Party

Sunday, May 3, 2026 

All That Jazz
benefiting Long Beach Symphony’s

Award-Winning Music Education Programs.

Upcoming 
2026 Events

2/28/26 
Pepe Romero Returns
Joaquin Rodrigo  Concierto de Aranjuez
Handel  Water Music Suites 1 & 2

6/6/26 Magnificent  
Mozart & Mahler
Mozart  Eline kleine Nachtmusik  
               (A Little Night Music)
Mahler  Symphony No. 5

https://longbeachsymphony.org/calendar/
https://longbeachsymphony.org/concerts-events/sounds-of-laurel-canyon/
https://longbeachsymphony.org/concerts-events/sounds-of-laurel-canyon/
https://longbeachsymphony.org/concerts-events/sounds-of-laurel-canyon/
https://longbeachsymphony.org/concerts-events/earth-wind-fire-dance-party/
https://longbeachsymphony.org/concerts-events/earth-wind-fire-dance-party/
https://longbeachsymphony.org/golf
https://longbeachsymphony.org/concerts-events/mozart-mahler/
https://longbeachsymphony.org/concerts-events/mozart-mahler/
https://longbeachsymphony.org/concerts-events/pepe-romero-returns/
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